
July	is	Rotary	Changeover	Month

Come	and	visit	us	at	one	of	our	Tuesday	lunch	mee5ngs.
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Speaker	18th	July	2017:	Taylor	Harrison
AcAve	Seniors	Health	Center
Taylor will talk on exercise and healthy ageing. It aims to 
be a positive and practical talk with plenty of tips and 
strategies.

A	day	out	at	the	Swans

Courtesy of a 
donation 
from a friend 
of our club, 
Haruto and 
previous 
were able to 
see the 
Swans beat 
Gold Coast 
last 
Saturday.
Hopefully our 

club will be able to organise a group visit to a game in 
the next season.



Welcome	to	Felix	our	new	Exchange	Student	
Our new Exchange 
Student, Felix arrived 
sa fe l y on F r i day 
night. He was met by 
PP Barry and SES 
Haruto.
Felix is 16 and from  
S a d B a r r o w , 
Germany. Please be 
at the club meeting 
o n T u e s d a y t o 
welcome Felix. He 
will be speaking to 
our club on Tuesday 
15th August - please 
note the date in your 
diary.

Visit our website: www.mosmanrotary.org.au

A	visit	to	Mosman	from	Otsu	-	Clare	Stockdale
The Japanese city of Otsu is one of several Friendship Cities paired with 
Mosman. Otsu is on Lake Biwa and near a mountain which separates it from 
Kyoto. They have beautiful temples and a beautiful Opera House. In the next 
few years the city is a major host of sporting events including being one of 
the venues for the Rugby World Cup in 2019.. In 2020, they will be one of the 

venues for the 
Olympic Games.
A delegation from 
Otsu was recently in 
Mosman and was 
hosted here by the 
Council’s Friendship 
Cities Consultative 
Committee. Various 
local luminaries 
attended including 
PP Clare who is 
pictured in the photo 
along with the 
Mayor and the 
former Consul-
General of Japan.
We are hoping that 

PP Clare will be able to organise a visit to our club the next time an Otsu 
delegation is in town.
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Another	helping	hand	to	the	Manly	Warringah	Resource	
Centre	-	Joan	Groth

Last year our 
club in 
conjunction 
with the Dick 
Smith 
Foundation 
arranged for 
$20,000 to be 
made available 
to assist 
women and 
their children in 
the early 
stages of 
reestablishing 

their lives after an abusive relationship. Last weekend the Sydney the Sydney 
Male Choir performed at the Mosman Art Gallery with the proceeds of in 
excess of $1000 being donated to the Centre. 
By coincidence we were privileged to have Heather Rietdyck from the centre 
speaking at our club last Tuesday. 

The	Youth	Service	Team	Gets	Its	Award

Youth Service Director Halyna was back from her travels last Tuesday and 
possession of the District Award for Youth Service in 2016-17. 
A great year of service with another one in train for this year!
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75th	Birthday	of	HMAS	Penguin	-	Graeme	Robinson

On Friday 14 July 2017 HMAS Penguin celebrated its 75th Birthday with a 
function held at the base in Mosman. Graeme Robinson representing the 
Rotary Club of Mosman attended celebration function with the Navy band 
and a sundown flag lowering parade, followed by a dinner with 50 very 
high ranking guests from the Navy including Rear Admiral Stuart 
Mayer Commander Australian Fleet and representatives of the regional 
community.

The following was information 
was provided to guests detailing 
the history of HMAS Penguin 
here in Mosman, whose motto is 
‘Proud to Serve’. It is very apt 
and befitting a ship that has 
served Australia in different 
guises for longer than the Royal 
Australian Navy has existed. 
Indeed, Penguin's have served 
Australia in an almost unbroken 
line since 1877, a tradition of 
service stretching 125 years. 

The f i r s t Pengu in was a 
composite sloop that f i rst 
commissioned in the Royal 
Navy in 1877 and served on the 
Australia Station. After a brief 
period of  service on the East 
Indies Station, which included 
involvement in the blockade of 
Zanzibar, Penguin was outfitted 

for surveying operations.

From 1889 to 1907 she conducted Hydrographic surveys in Pacific 
Chinese and Australian waters including exhaustive surveys of the Great 
Barrier Reef  before being dis-masted roofed over and reconfigured for 
service as a depot ship In Sydney.

In this role she was transferred to the RAN in 1913 and was berthed at 
Garden Wand remaining in commission until 1 January 1923. Penguin 
was subsequently sold and converted into a floating crane. In this guise 
she continued to work In Sydney Harbour for a further 35 years before 
burning to the waterline in Kerosene Bay on 13 December 1960.

The second Penguin was the former light cruiser HMAS Encounter, part of 
the Australian Fleet that entered Sydney Harbour for the first time on 4 
October 1913. Encounter was renamed Penguin on 1 January 1923 and 
assumed responsibilities as the Navy's depot and accommodation ship at 
Garden Island.

She was paid-off  for disposal on 15 October 1929, eventually being 
stripped and towed out to sea to be sunk off Sydney on 14 September 
1932. Before the Balmoral site was transferred to the Commonwealth 
Government for Defence use it had been home to the Mosman Golf  Club. 
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The former clubhouse remains across the road from the main entrance to 
Penguin. Before that the site housed the Mosman sewerage works, the 
swimming pool and the old sandstone tower remain as reminders of  this 
period. The swimming pool also lays claim to the title of  home of the free 
stroke swimming style, the Australian crawl. 

The third Penguin began service as HMAS Platypus, a Submarine and 
Destroyer Tender and Fleet Repair Ship. Platypus commissioned as 
Penguin on 16 August 1929 and became the new  depot and 
accommodation ship at Garden Island. She continued in this role until 26 
February 1941 when, recommissioned HMAS Platypus, she resumed sea 
service as a Training Ship. 

In 1939, Penguin (now 
Garden Island) was 
the Navy's main base 
in Sydney. At the 
o u t b r e a k o f w a r , 
add i t iona l suppor t 
b a s e s w e r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
Newcastle, Brisbane 
and Darwin and each 
of these was also 
named Penguin. In 
1941, construction of 
t h e e x i s t i n g 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t a t 
Balmoral began. The 
depot designed to 

provide sleeping accommodation for 700 men with necessary 
administration support offices and recreational facilities also included the 
Balmoral Naval Hospital.

It was commissioned as Penguin II on the 14 July 1942 and, when 
Garden Island was renamed HMAS Kuttabul on 1 January 1943 - in 
memory of those killed on the ferry Kuttabul in the Japanese midget 
submarine attach on Sydney Harbour, Penguin II became simply Penguin.

Today, following a major redevelopment (2012-2014), Penguin continues 
to be one of  the RAN's main training establishments, which includes the 
ADF Dive School, RAN Medical School and RAN Hydro graphic School. It 
is also home to 1 Commando Company, the Maritime Operational Health 
Unit and the ADF Centre for Mental Health. The longstanding tenure of  the 
Submarine and Underwater Medicine Unit and the Recompression 
Chamber Facility, support Penguin’s claim to be a centre of underwater 
medicine expertise. 

In addition Penguin provides conference and accommodation facilities for 
the Sydney area. Penguin is fortunate to enjoy the strong support of its 
local community and is proud to be part of  the Mosman Balmoral 
community. 

The links with the community are many and varied, attesting to Penguin's 
service commitment and exemplify Navy's values of  Honour, Honesty, 
Courage, Integrity and Loyalty.
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The	ForgoSen	Children	-	Liz	Alderson

Some of you may remember that Lesley Lysaght presented at the Club 
on her feeding project for children in Zimbabwe. I am currently 
organizing a Trivia night to assist her in this project. Up to now, she has  
been funding this program from her own money. Now, she needs help 
as the money is running out.

Some facts about the program

There is a severe drought in Zimbabwe. The World Health 
Organisation estimates 4.1 million people in Zimbabwe are food 
insecure with 63 % below the poverty line, and 27% of children have 
stunted growth as a result of long term malnutrition. UNICEF estimates 
there are 1.2 million orphans as a result of the AIDS pandemic.

Foreign journalists have been banned from entering Zimbabwe since 
2002 so the situation is not being reported.
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Lesley Lysaght has 
initiated and funded 
an emergency 
supplementary 
feeding program at 
two impoverished 
rural primary 
schools. About 1000 
children receive a 
fortified protein drink 
called Maheu every 
morning before 
school. Roughly a 
third of the children 
are orphans. The 
whole community is 
suffering and most 
children arrive at 
school having 
walked long 
distances but not 
eaten anything. 
Teachers now report 
that children are 
coming to school 
just to get Maheu.

As Rotarians, there are three ways you can help.

1. Attend the Trivia evening at Moore Park Golf Club on 
Saturday 29 July. $50 including canapes and a cash bar.

2. Buy some raffle tickets. $10 each or a book of ten for $50 ( a 
much better option). There are some great prizes including 
jewellery and flight vouchers and restaurant vouchers.

3. Make a donation. It costs $300 per year to support a child in 
this way. Any contribution, large or small would be 
gratefully accepted.

Please contact Liz Alderson for any information. 
lizalderson@hotmail.com or 0429443143.

Visit our website: www.mosmanrotary.org.au

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Saturday 29 July
6.30pm for a 7pm start

Moore Park Golf Club
Cnr Anzac Parade & Cleveland St

Moore Park

TICKETS $50 PER PERSON   INCLUDES CANAPES   CASH BAR
TABLES OF 10  BOOK AT TRYBOOKING BY 20 JULY 

https://www.trybooking.com/282737

A CHANCE IN LIFE 

HELP US GIVE 
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DATES	FOR	YOUR	DIARY

July 18th - Taylor Harrison - Exercise and Healthy Ageing 

July 19th - Social drinks at Mosman RSL - 5.00pm onwards

July 25th - Prof Don Napper - James Barnet, Colonial Architect

July 29th - Trivia Night in aid of THE FORGOTTEN CHILDREN

August 15th - Felix gives his talk to the club

August 29th - Evening meeting - venue to be announced

The	Rotary	Club	of	Mosman	wishes	to	thank	Kennard’s	Storage	Artarmon	for	their	
generous	on-going	support	in	providing	storage	for	our	Club

Front desk roster
July 2017   Chris Bell  Dieter Beck

Board members
President: Derek Andrew, Treasurer: Joan Groth, Secretary: Dominique 

Rabu, Club Service Director: Barry Starr, International Service Director: 
Graeme Robinsion, Community Service Director: Bill Walker, Vocational 
Director: Chris Bell, Youth Director: Halyna Koscharsky, Past President: 

Di McKenzie 

Sergeant	at	Arms: Mike Blakeney

Contact:
PO Box 88, Mosman NSW 2088
secretary@mosmanrotary.org.au
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