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ROTARY CLUB OF MOSMAN CHANGEOVER DINNER 2019 
 

 ORDER OF CEREMONIES 
 
 
6.30pm   Welcome Drinks -  Mosman High Youth Jazz Combo 
 
7.00pm  Call to order        -  MC’s Di McKenzie / Richard Vahtrick 
 
Acknowledgement of Country         Graeme Robinson 
Welcome            President Halyna Koscharsky 
Loyal Toast           Mike Gillan 

Opening 
 
Toast to Rotary International        John Dean 
Response for Rotary International                               District Governor Elect 
                                                                                     Kalma McLellan 
 

 
Presentations by President Halyna Koscharsky 

 
Mosman High Youth Jazz Combo 

 
Main Course 

 
Trivia Results       Barry Starr 
 
Reports of the 2018-2019 Year         President Halyna Koscharsky 
Induction of President 2019-2020        President Graeme Robinson 
Response and presentation of Past Presidents Badge    President Graeme Robinson 
Introduction of 2019-2020 Board                  President Graeme Robinson 
  

Dessert and Coffee 
 

Acknowledgements     President  Graeme Robinson 
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 President’s Report 2018-2019 

 
 

 
 
 

 
For me, the Rotary year has flown. The Club has had many successes, due to an intelligent, talented 
and hard-working Board, supported by committees aligned with each Director. 
 
I am proud to say our Club received two District Awards: the Golden Quill, won by PP Clare 
Stockdale for best public relations and image; and Vocational Excellence, for sponsoring Professor 
Geoffrey Hull for his work both in East Timor and in Australia. The Vocational Director was  
PP Derek Andrew. 
 
We have continued many excellent projects this year. I will mention a few briefly, because they 
are presented in more detail in the Directors’ reports. We are particularly proud of one which 
involved almost all members in some way - the Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment, known as 
RYPEN, which our Club has been responsible for and co-ordinated for the fourth consecutive year. 
It takes the form of a weekend camp for year 10 students from the District, and is known for its 
challenges and its results. The 80 – 100 students leave the camp with a new confidence and a new 
network of friends. Headed by PP AG Ward Pollard, the small group of members who do the 
difficult organisational work, are to be congratulated on their continued success, as are the group 
of team leaders who run the student activities. We know them as Jon, Gordo, Genevieve and Chris. 
Our club is known for its Student Exchange Program, thanks to Youth Director, PP Barry Starr. 
This year, as in previous years, we have welcomed and looked after two students inbound and also 
sent two outbound. During their year, they attend school, report at all our meetings, assist with 
various projects and learn English surprisingly quickly. 
 
A project which assists women’s refuges is well-supported by the public. In addition to raising 
$7000 from our Christmas Raffle for the Delvena Refuge, our club has received a large number of 
grants, helping to build a play area for the children and provide essential services for their mothers. 
Community Director Peter Young has performed miracles in gaining grants for this project, also 
the rebuilding of the Wishing Well at Balmoral and others, the latest being a donation of $2000 to 
Indigenous Engineering Aid Australia, IEAA (matched dollar for dollar by the Club). 
On an international level, we have again sent a team of hand surgeons to Vietnam; we are part of 
an educational project in Kathmandu and another in East Timor; and we work with other Rotary 
clubs in raising funds through local schools for Wheelchairs for Kids (WFK), which are sent to SE 
Asia. Our International Director, Richard Vahtrick holds a sure and steady hand at the helm. 
Our President Elect, Graeme Robinson, who is also Club Service Director, has ensured that weekly 
meetings have run smoothly and happily. As part of his committee, Liz Alderson has secured 
uniformly outstanding speakers. The best-known speaker was the Hon Michael Kirby, who visited 
twice. All this contributed to a larger attendance at meetings and a jovial atmosphere. Our thanks 
go to Brendan Barry of the Hotel Mosman for his support. 
 
Membership Director, PP Di McKenzie, is ideal for the role. She has assisted the club in joining 
and working with the local Chamber of Commerce and has supported and encouraged Mark Wallis 
in organising regular breakfast meetings, especially for those members who work full-time and 
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find it difficult to attend lunch meetings. She has found three new members and is interviewing 
another two. She is one of the members who form the backbone of the Club. 
Working as a team, Chris Bell and his assistant, PP Dom Rabu have been a great support. Dom’s 
experience and wisdom in all Rotary matters is matched only by those of the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
PP Blair Leslie, Foundation representative, PP Charlie Barnett and IPP Derek Andrew, who has 
encouraged me all the way. I have relied extensively on their collective advice. I thank Chris 
Gotham for taking over as Treasurer from Joan Groth mid-year, when she retired from that 
position, having done an outstanding job for many years. 
 
Fundraising Director, PP Mark Alderson (of Mosman Monopoly fame), has put forward ideas for 
countless money-making projects and some will come to life in the near future.  
 
Halyna Koscharsky 
President 2018-2019 
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Club Service Director’s Report 

2018-2019 
 
 

We had a very successful Christmas Raffle in 2018 raising a 
near record gross of over $8,200 with the net proceeds going to 
the Manly Warringah Women’s Refuge for both renovations 
and assistance to their most needy family groups. 
 
The speaker program has been very successful with Liz 

Alderson providing a very stimulating and educational range of speakers. We were very fortunate 
to have His Honour Justice Michael Kirby on two occasions provide us with thought provoking 
talks on relations with North Korea and on the Vatican’s new approach to LGBTI, and Mayor 
Carolyn Corrigan educated us on the battle to save Mosman. 
 
Public Relations, the Club Bulletin and Marketing have expanded our community coverage. PP 
Derek Andrew and produced the OOZOO weekly magazine to a high standard with colourful 
renditions of our activities. Our strong point has become PP Clare Stockdale’s achievement of an 
amazing level of press coverage with near weekly articles with photos in both the Mosman Daily 
and North Shore Living magazine, regular social media updates and advertorials.  Our Club won 
District 9685’s Golden Quill Award for Public Relations. 
 
We had a large contingent attend the Newcastle District Conference in 2019, providing both 
entertainment and club exposure for our activities. 
 
The Upper Duck venue at the Mosman Hotel has continued to support our Tuesday luncheon and 
speaker activities, expanding to accommodate over 70 guests with a delicious smorgasbord when 
required, down to accommodating a more intimate 25 people for the smaller meetings, served with 
a range of three differing meal choices with desserts. Their friendly staff are always on hand to 
provide efficient service. 
 
Our Club Assembly at the Cremorne Dai’s Golden Crown restaurant upstairs venue enabled 
healthy discussion on the proposed District Merger plan, and enabled our members to enjoy 
relaxed socialising.   
 
Our Christmas party at the Mosman Community Gardens was a relaxed social occasion and a post-
Christmas gathering at the Mosman Sea Scout Hall, with the threat of rain providing an incentive 
to be seated under cover. 
 
The Mosman Community Gardens dinner was well attended, and the presentation of the Paul 
Harris Fellowship to Chris Lee and VIP dignitaries along with the Wishing Well renovation 
presentation photo opportunities provided PP Clare Stockdale with yet more publicity 
opportunities. The successful Wishing Well renovation helps provide a lasting memory of our late 
member Ken Palmer who was so passionate about its operation and maintenance. 
 
 
Graeme Robinson 
Club Service Director 2018-2019. 
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Membership Service Director’s Report 
2018-2019 

 
 
 
 

Whilst many Rotary Clubs throughout the world struggle to remain buoyant I am extremely 
pleased to report that our club has not only maintained our membership level over the past year 
but that we have inducted three new members over the past eight months, and have two further 
strong potential memberships which are highly likely to come to fruition by July.  Membership 
currently stands at 42. 
 
Earlier this year we established an Existing Members Breakfast Group, a concept which has been 
enthusiastically embraced as a way to keep all members engaged with the club, particularly those 
who are working full time and cannot easily attend Lunch meetings.  The Breakfast Group meets 
at Mosman Rowers on the first Thursday of each month from 7.30am – 8.30am with Mark Wallis 
taking up the challenge of co-ordination and reporting. 
Many thanks Mark for your enthusiasm and dedication to this new initiative which is proving to 
be a great success, not only for fellowship and club activity awareness, but also for bringing new 
ideas to RC Mosman. 
 
Community Awareness has been greatly enhanced this past year with a tremendous effort by 
Public Relations Guru PP Clare Stockdale who has managed to achieve considerable publicity on 
the club’s activities in the Mosman Daily, NorthShore Living and a number of other avenues. 
 
Sponsorship of the Sydney Water Stations at Beauty Point Public School annual Fireworks Night 
on 25 May provided yet another opportunity to promote Mosman Rotary by displaying tear drop 
banners at the stations. 
 
Our club was represented at the 77th Anniversary of the night war came to Sydney at a service held 
at the Defence of Sydney Monument North Head Sanctuary Lawn on 31 May where we laid a 
wreath in memorium. 
 
We continue to be well represented at Mosman Chamber of Commerce monthly meetings and, as 
a member of The Chamber, our club takes full advantage of promotional opportunities at the 
Mosman Markets.  This strategic alliance will not only further enhance community awareness but 
also likely result in further memberships. 
 
VALE KEN PALMER 
It is with deep sadness that I acknowledge the passing of our member Ken Palmer whose energy, 
loyalty and enormous contribution to our club is immeasurable.   Ken will always be fondly 
remembered, and greatly missed. 
 
Sincerely 
PP Di McKenzie 
Membership Director 2018-2019 
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Community Service Director’s Report  

2018-2019 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter Young has put in a huge effort in Community Projects in terms of expertise, management 
and involving other members of the Club, as well as another Community group the Manly 
Warringah Womens Resource Centre, WWRC.  
 
Wishing Well at Balmoral Beach. 
 
Peter initiated the project to upgrade the Wishing Well, which is 33 years old and the Club’s only 
asset; built on Council land. All proceeds from the Well go to the Melanoma Institute of Australia 
for research. The objective was to get increased donations in the Well and to get Rotary signage 
on the Well canopy; 
 previously the signage was miniscule. The project involved refurbishing the Well and erecting a 
sandstone garden to make the Well more imposing and aesthetically pleasing. 
 
Over 12 months, after obtaining Council approval, five members were involved in the design, and 
worked on the Well site. Three contractors did construction work and a ‘friends of Rotary’ 
gardening group established the garden. The flowers were paid for from the grant. The group 
continue to maintain the garden. 
 
Peter first obtained a donation and a Mosman Council grant to enable essential maintenance to be 
carried out. He then obtained a State grant to replace the old roof of the canopy with Welsh slate, 
using a contractor. He then obtained another State grant to build four sandstone planter boxes on 
the corners of the Well site, to match the existing sandstone of the Well. The gardeners filled the 
planter boxes and planted new flowers in them. Council approved new signage, which included 
two Rotary wheels on sides of the canopy and Mosman Rotary is mentioned on a sign inside the 
canopy along with the Melanoma Institute, recipient of the donations.   
 
The Community and the Club now have a vastly improved and aesthetically better asset. The all 
up cost was $22,000 plus all the volunteer hours contributed to the project. Roughly 10,000 people 
pass the Well on the Balmoral beach esplanade each day in summer and donations are improving. 
Peter has been acknowledged in the NSW State Parliament for his exceptional work on this project.  
 
Manly Warringah Refuges (MWWRC) 
 
The Board considers this project the Club’s major project for 2018/19. Peter won a $15,000 grant 
from the Rotary Australia Humanitarian fund on a $1: $1 basis. The money goes to assist first time 
women at the refuges (2) in their first 6 weeks when they have no money and while waiting to get 
Centrelink benefits approved. The money covers rent, food, Opal card and assistance for the child. 
MWWRC is only one of two women’s refuges in NSW to accommodate children with the women. 
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Twelve Club members have visited the refuges and the Club considers it a wonderful project. 
Fifteen women and 19 children have been assisted so far this financial year for a total of $27,181. 
There is still $2,819 left in the project account. The Club has received glowing letters of 
acknowledgement from MWWRC and the women in gratitude for the financial assistance. 
 
Delvena Refuge  
 
Peter obtained a $3,000 District grant for a ‘soft turf’ project for the playground area at the refuge. 
The Club’s $6,000 donation was used as leverage to obtain a Federal grant for $7,000 and another 
donation, which then funded the total project. The large playground area for children is now a safer 
and a visually better place as a result of the new soft turf. The Federal Member for North Sydney 
(Trent Zimmerman) opened the facility at a morning tea in March and four Club members 
attended. The Club received a Certificate of Gratitude from the Board of MWWRC for its initiative 
and donation.  
 
Christmas Raffle  
 
Peter encouraged the Board to run the raffle for the benefit of the MWWRC. All mobile members 
of the Club were co-opted into a session of raffle ticket selling; a total of 30 members were 
involved. $7,000 was raised which went to the ‘child minding’ account at the MWWRC. Child 
minding is unfunded and is necessary when women go to legal appointments and group 
psychology classes concerning their future lives. The fund raising was successful because of the 
cause – a women’s refuge.   
 
Bowelcare  
 
The Club distributed 15 Bowelcare kits to chemist shops on the Lower North Shore in April and 
they were picked up in June. This has been a regular Club contribution to the program for years. 
 

 
 

International Service Director’s Report 
2018-19 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Wheelchairs for Kids. WFK  Organised and ran two “Wheelathons” to raise money to 

support the manufacture of Wheelchairs for Kids by the Rotary Club of Scarborough in 
WA. The event at the Tumbi Umbi Campus of Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College raised 
more than $4,000 and the event at Hebersham Primary School raised $850 and there 
were subsequent club and personal donations of a further $2,400. These funds support 
the manufacturing of 36 WFK’s which are life-changing for the recipient children and 
their families. Feedback from all schools conducting Wheelathons is that the children 
had a great time and it also helped the schools address the importance of inclusivity. All 
Rotary Clubs can view Wheelathons as a way to engage with schools in their locality 
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while at the same time providing financial support to the WFK program. In addition to 
the support for manufacturing of WFK’s, RCM also donated $3,200 to support the 
shipment of 166 WFK’s to the Philippines where with the assistance of local Rotary 
Clubs they were placed with children in need. 

2. Hand Surgery Project in Vietnam. During the 25th visit of Dr Peter Scougall and his 
colleagues to Hue Central Hospital in Vietnam the team conducted hand surgery courses 
for 72 orthopaedic and hand surgeons; hand therapy courses for courses for 28 doctors; 
met with 46 clinic patients; and performed 16 surgical procedures and 34 hand therapy 
treatments. RCM provided $5,200 to support the visit of the team. 

3. Kathmandu Heartland School. In conjunction with the Rotary Club of Lane Cover, 
RCM donated $3,000 to support the expansion of the school’s curriculum to include 
teacher training. 

4. Timor Leste Teacher’s Training College. In conjunction with the Rotary Clubs of 
Crows Nest, Lindfield and Ku-ring-gai, RCM has been involved in discussions with 
Monte Sant’ Angelo to build a Teacher Professional Learning Centre in Maliana in 
Timor Leste. This project would support staffing for the 72 schools in their diocese. The 
scope for Rotary would be to provide water and sanitation services. The school is 
planning to have architectural and planning approvals within the next two to 3 months 
following which we would be more heavily engaged on the design and engineering 
aspects of the services we will support. This project will be on-going into 2020 and 
beyond. 

 
 
Richard Vahtrick 
International Service Director 

 
 
 

Vocational Service Director’s Report 
2018-2019 

 
 
 
 
 

During the year we have contemplated a joint function with the Mosman Chamber of Commerce 
in place of the traditional Pride of Workmanship Awards. Unfortunately this did not eventuate  
but discussions continue with a view to holding a function in October 2019. 
 
Following the excellent presentation to the club by Professor Geoffrey Hull in July 2018, we 
proposed that Professor Hull be considered for a Vocational Excellence Award. This was 
supported by PP Angelo Raveane of Crow’s Nest Club and academics introduced by President 
Halyna and Kirsty Sword Gusmao. The proposal was accepted by District and the presentation 
made to Professor Hull at this year’s District Conference. 
 
IPP Derek Andrew, Vocational Director 
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Youth Director’s Report 

2018-2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RYPEN: Again our club was responsible for the RYPEN weekend. Special thanks to PP Ward 
Pollard, PP Dom Rabu and PP Di McKenzie for their superb organisation. Thanks to our President 
Halyna Koscharsky and our Youth Director PP Barry Starr who accepted to spend the 3 days at 
the camp as camp parents. Also, many of our members assisted particularly on the Friday and 
Sunday. This would be one of the most successful Rotary Youth programmes, and we can be proud 
to have again successfully managed it. 
 
MUNA and RYLA: Unfortunately, this year we were unable to find a candidate for RYLA and 
Mosman High wanted to participate in MUNA but it was overbooked. 
 
YOUTH EXCHANGE: This year we have hosted Hiro (Japan), Spock (Taiwan) and Arthur 
(Belgium). We shared Arthur with North Sydney Rotary and they arranged most of his hosting. 
Our students have given short talks at our meetings and we have seen a progression as they have 
mastered the English language. 
 
We sent 2 students overseas: Ben to Sweden and Olivia to France. Unfortunately, Olivia was sent 
home which has not helped with hosting our inbound students. 
 
In July, we will welcome Alejandro from Canary Islands and share Kai from Switzerland with 
Chatswood International Rotary Club. Hosting is always a problem, but thank you to Mark Wallis 
for helping out when needed. If any members can help or find a friend who can host it will help to 
make the programme easier to manage. 
 
PP Barry Starr 
Youth Director 
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Fund Raising Report 
2018-2019 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wishing Well 
The well continues to generate good level of donations and it is hoped the new 
renovations will increase its presence and level of donations. 
We started encouraging people to put their foreign coins in the well and that produced a 
positive level of support. We will need to raise it again on Mosman Living in the new 
year. 
 
Trumps 
We have over 900Trumps games to sell at a potential profit of $9,000. We need to find 
an outlet for them where they are obvious and easy to sell. 
 
Other Projects. 
We ran into a legal problem with an idea to collect coins by doing a letter box drop and 
getting the coins returned to local banks. It was found to be against the Postal Act and 
the idea was shelved. 
 
Monopoly 
We reviewed doing a second 1000 games. However we did not think the original 
sponsors would support the idea. 
It is good to see that the idea has been taken up by others and this year it has raised 
over $200,000 for Charity. 
 
Manly Refuge 
We are planning to support the refuge and will need to high level of support from 
members if it is to be a success. 
 
PP Mark Alderson 
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Treasurer’s Report 2018-2019 
 
 
 
 

 
Significant income items $ 
  Christmas Raffle (net proceeds) 7,284 
Wishing Well coin collection & grants 13,141 
Airport domestic terminal collection     9,135 
History books 1,335 
Bank interest 4,348 
  
Significant donations  
  Manly Warringah Women’s Refuge 7,000 
Melanoma Foundation 1,993 
Impact 100 5,000 
  
Significant international project expenditure  
  Dr Scougall Vietnam team 5,186 
Nepal Heartland project 3,000 
Rypen East Timor 1,000 
  
Significant other project expenditure  
  Wishing well 9,857 
Manly Warringah Women’s Refuge 15,000 
Delvena refuge turf project  6,000 
Mosman youth literature award 500 
Mosman High School jazz band 
Mosman youth art prize 

500 
500 
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VALE KEN PALMER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we record that our esteemed member Ken Palmer died early on the 
morning of Monday 27th May 2019. Ken Palmer was inducted into the Rotary Club of Mosman 
on 5th April 1991 with the classification of Engineering-Electroplating. In his 28 years set an 
enviable example to us all of Service Above Self - a true Rotary Hero.  

Affectionately known as The Mayor of Cowles Road, Ken was an outstanding volunteer and was 
the catalyst for many of the Rotary Club of Mosman’s long term projects. 

It was through Ken’s friendship with Prof Bruce Conolly that our Club started the long running 
medical skills project in Vietnam and other Asian countries. He was also responsible for the highly 
successful Australia Day barbeques at Sydney Hospital which combined both fund raising and 
fellowship and were a highlight of the Rotary calendar for more than a decade. Ken was 
instrumental in the installation of two clocks on the walls of Sydney Hospital as well as several 
other projects within the hospital grounds.  

For the past 20 years Ken has been the custodian of the Wishing Well at Balmoral. He has not only 
been responsible for collecting and cleaning the coins but also regular maintenance and overseeing 
many enhancements to the well including planter box gardens which have recently been upgraded.  

Ken has been recognised by the Rotary Club of Mosman with a Paul Harris Fellowship and in 
2013 was named the Mosman Citizen of the Year.  

The Club extends our deepest sympathy to Robyn and her family.  
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Menu 
 

Main 
 

Slow Braised Beef Cheek, Potato Mash,  
Roasted Eschallots, English Spinach, Red Wine Jus 

 
or 
 

Pan Seared Barramundi, French Lentils,  
Roasted Carrot Puree, Chard Leaves, Salsa Verde 

 

Dessert 
 

Apple & Rhubarb Crumble, Crème Anglaise,  
Vanilla Bean Ice Cream 

or 
 

Dark Chocolate & Coconut Mousse, Raspberry Jelly,  
Chocolate Ganache, Fresh Berries. 

 

Wines 
Selected Wines from The Squadron 

 


