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Update on the Harding Miller Foundation 
Grant 
PP Di McKenzie introduced HMEF as a project to The Board mid 
2019.   
The Foundation’s mission is to provide practical support to lift the 
educational outcomes and career aspirations of high potential 
girls who are experiencing disadvantage. Since 2016, the HMEF 
has supported over 470 
girls from more than 320 
public schools Australia 
wide – girls from all 
States and Territories.   
With Board Approval 
The Rotary Club of 
M o s m a n d o n a t e d 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 t o H a r d i n g 
Miller.  Treasurer Derek 
suggested we apply for 
a matching grant from 
t h e D i c k S m i t h 
Humanitarian Fund via RAWCS.  President Graeme Robinson 
and Treasurer Derek put the wheels in motion, nominating PP Di 
McK and Community Service Director Suri Jain as Project 
Manager and Assistant Project Manager.  We succeeded!   
This week it was with the greatest pleasure and satisfaction that 
we co-ordinated the deposit of $10,000 into HMEF. 

Teamwork within Mosman Rotary culminating in an  
excellent result!  



PE Richard’s story from 25 yrs old to 30 
It was 1977 and I had had wonderful years living in London but was homeward 
bound.  

En route, I stopped in Edmonton in Canada, to help 
friends with their new fresh fish distribution business. 
There was free board, beer and salmon, but when the 
stocks of unsold unfrozen fresh fish became 
overpowering, I jumped on a plane and returned to 
Sydney, arriving aged 25 with no money, job or assets.  
Luckily IBM was hiring (my beard had to go) and for 
the next few years I saved some money, bought an 
apartment in Ben Boyd Road (very small 2 bed with 
Opera House and water glimpses for $27,500) and 
built great friendships. 
I took up sailing again 
on an S&S 34 doing 
the long o f f shore 
series and multi-day 
races from RPAYC in 

Pittwater which was exuberating and on rough days 
pretty scary. At work I still had itchy feet (my job in 
London had entailed lots of travel) so I joined IBM’s 
Internal Audit Team with one of the first countries 
visited being Japan.  

I was able to catch up with a former Rotary exchange student and her family who we 
had hosted when my father was in the Rotary Club of Sydney.  IBM then called for 
volunteers to lead its Internal Audit Team in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Volunteering - because security was an issue with largely right-wing military 
dictatorships battling left-wing urban guerrillas (who generally hated US 
multinationals and US citizens).  HQ was in NY but it was 100% living in hotels for 3 
years – a non-stop parade of new experiences which I thought would be great – and 
it was. Wonderful people in IBM’s offices doing their best to manage with limited 
training and tools; total immersion in the vibrant Latin culture which endured despite 
the hardships; Caribbean nights under palm trees with steel bands playing reggae; 
skiing in Chile and Argentina;  

at Iguazu falls, being rowed in a boat to a rocky 
outcrop in the centre of the “devil’s throat”; and 
visiting the Galapagos before it was discovered 
by tourists (our “cruise ship” is in the 
background). There were some challenging 
experiences.  

Dealing with less than honest company 
executives; being told by IBM’s security in NY 

that the most important thing to do in high-risk Central American countries was to 
look and act like a local (really?);  being next to a reporter arrested in a restaurant by 
gestapo-like secret police in Buenos Aires (BA); hearing gunfire in the hotel (Lima) 
and being told “we are experiencing an undemocratic change of government and you 
need to leave on the next available flight”; working near the equator (Honduras) in a 
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recently-bombed, boarded-up, kerosene-lit office with 
no power. My last posting was in Uruguay across the 
river from BA when Britain and Argentina were at war in 
the Falklands. Ignoring IBM security directions I went to 
BA to farewell some great friends. Aussies were OK 
because Malcom Fraser had criticised Margaret 
Thatcher. So at age 30, I returned to Sydney where IBM 
sent me for training to become a salesman. On one of 
the courses, I sat next to this gorgeous lady called Julie 
Reynolds - who became my wife and with whom I have 
since shared so many wonderful experiences around 
the world.  

Mosman Monopoly Returns? 
A suggestion from PP Mark for the club to consider. The suggestion is that we set up 
a website where people can order the game. We say that we will only produce the 
game if we get 500 orders as a minimum. We only charge the credit card when we 

go to print. 
The reason is that it will cost $20,000 to print and if all sold 
we would make $10,000 profit. 
We cannot print until we have the minimum print run of 500. 
We are in profit once we have sold 335 games. We can 
always print more if demand is strong. As an incentive we 
will offer every purchaser a game of Mosman Trumps free 
with each game purchased. They have not cost to us. 
The QUESTION IS do we think there is enough pent up 
demand to do the promotion. At times of isolation a board 
game is a popular distraction. Please respond direct to 
PP Mark. 

A LETTER FROM F. SCOTT FITZGERALD, QUARANTINED 
IN 1920 IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE DURING THE 
SPANISH INFLUENZA OUTBREAK. 
It was a limpid dreary day, hung as in a basket from a single dull star. I thank you for 
your letter. Outside, I perceive what may be a collection of fallen leaves tussling 
against a trash can. It rings like jazz to my ears. The streets are that empty. It seems 
as though the bulk of the city has retreated to their quarters, rightfully so. At this time, 
it seems very poignant to avoid all public spaces. Even the bars, as I told 
Hemingway, but to that, he punched me in the stomach, to which I asked if he had 
washed his hands. He hadn’t. He is much the denier, that one. Why, he considers the 
virus to be just influenza. I’m curious of his sources.  
The officials have alerted us to ensure we have a month’s worth of necessities. Zelda 
and I have stocked up on red wine, whiskey, rum, vermouth, absinthe, white wine, 
sherry, gin, and lord, if we need it, brandy. Please pray for us. You should see the 
square, oh, it is terrible. I weep for the damned eventualities this future brings. The 
long afternoons rolling forward slowly on the ever-slick bottomless highball. Z. says 
it’s no excuse to drink, but I just can’t seem to steady my hand.  
In the distance, from my brooding perch, the shoreline is cloaked in a dull haze 
where I can discern an unremitting penance that has been heading this way for a 
long, long while. And yet, amongst the cracked cloudline of an evening’s cast, I focus 
on a single strain of light, calling me forth to believe in a better morrow. [Thanks to 
Peter Young] 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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Meetings are suspended protem 

Friday 19th June - 2020/21 CHANGEOVER DINNER 
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The	Rotary	Club	of	Mosman	wishes	to	thank	Kennard’s	Storage	Artarmon	
for	their	generous	on-going	support	in	providing	storage	for	our	Club	
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President: Graeme Robinson,  

President Elect: Richard Vahtrick, Treasurer: Derek Andrew,  
Club Service: Vacant, Secretary: Chris Bell,  
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