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We heard last week from Margaret Tung from the Asylum Seekers 
Centre. Certainly, some of the statistics are quite shocking. Every 5 
seconds, a person is forced to leave their home to escape war, 
persecution or natural disaster. There are more refugees worldwide 
than the population of Australia. There are more refugees worldwide 
now than any time since WW II and more than half are children. 
Only about 0.4% of people seeking asylum come to Australia and it 
can take more than 7 years to be granted protection. The Asylum 
Seekers Centre helps people while they wait, by providing practical 
and personal support for people living in the community. The Centre 
is always looking for volunteers to help in a variety of different areas 
so please check their web site for more details. 
 

https://asylumseekerscentre.org.au/ 
 
 
This coming Tuesday is Melbourne Cup Day so there will be no Club meeting as 
members will be joining a number of different celebrations for the day. 
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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the Borogegal and Cammeraigal people as the 
traditional custodians of the land on which our Club meets. We pay 
our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.  
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WORLD POLIO DAY 

 
Members of the Rotary Club of Mosman recognized World Polio Day with a “millinery 
of hats” and also celebrated the first face to face Club meeting for some time. 
 

    

 
RECOGNITION FOR JIGSAW PROJECT 
 
President Mark Wallis finally had the opportunity to personally present Van Daglan 
with  a certificate recognising her very substantial contributions to the Club’s jigsaw 
fund-raising project. Well done Van! 
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ROTARY STUDENT EXCHANGE UPDATE 
My name is Pierrick Berkmans, and I was the French exchange student in 2014, with 
the company of first Vicente from Chile and Pedro from Brazil. After getting back 
from Australia with a heavy heart, and a depression of about 2 weeks before 
realising that I could always come back later on to visit, I embraced my 2 years of 
high school. Those were good years, I made new friends, really enjoyed being the 
“kid that came back from a year in Sydney”. Then came the last year of high school 
and what we call the “baccalauréat”, and I received a très bien” but then had to face 
the highest wall I’d ever have to, which is the first year of medical school. 
There were about 3300 students for 450 spots in second year, so you have 2 years 
to try and get to the 2nd year and if you fail, you’ll just have to think of another 
vocation. The day came when my efforts finally paid off and I was accepted into 2nd 
year and I was on my way to becoming become a doctor, the profession I’ve always 
wanted! Then came COVID and I’ve continued studying and spending time with my 
friends and working in a pharmacy vaccinating and testing people for covid. 
 
I’ve had the great opportunity to keep in touch with Barry Starr, who came to visit 
many times on Christmas or summers and I hope to be able to see you all again 
some day. I’d like to renew my thanks to you all. What you do in the rotary changes 
lives beyond anything you could imagine, I wouldn’t be where I am today without it, 
without you all, and I hope you will continue hosting and welcoming foreign students 
for a long time. Love you all and take care. 
 
Pierrick 
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CATCH UP WITH FORMER MEMBER BILL WALKER 
  
Public Image Director Clare Stockdale recently caught up with Bill Walker who gave 
Clare (for Rotary) a copy of his new book “The Life and Times of a Third Word 
Plastic Surgeon”. Bill helped start ROMAC and his book has many interesting stories 
from his time working in third world countries. It is selling for $31.75 but he’ll accept 
orders for $25 from Rotarians. 

 
 
AIRPORT ACTION - HOPEFULLY MORE TO COME 
 
President Mark Wallis joined Barry Starr to collect money from the Rotary charity 
box. Great to see all the hard work and looking forward to travel reopening. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
DONATION OF REFURBISHED IT EQUIPMENT TO 
MARY’S HOUSE 
 
Past President Derek Andrew arranged for the donation of a laptop and desktop to 
Mary’s House which provides support to victims of domestic violence. Derek is 
evaluating a number of different options to make IT devices available to 
organisations such as Mary’s House. 
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ROTARY CLUB “CLUSTER MEETING” AND EVENT 
 
There will be a “lower north shore” multi-Club cluster event on 23rd November and 
attached is the provisional program and organisation for the event. Each Club 
attending needs to donate at least one prize for the Silent Auction with retail value of 
>$200.00 with funds raised going to Australian Rotary Health.  
 
There will also be a Raffles Prize table with ticket winners picking prizes from the 
table and President Toni from the Rotary Club of North Sydney drawing the tickets. 
Finally there will also be prizes for the Best Dressed Lady and the Best Dressed 
Man. The event will be held at the Killara Golf Club starting at 6.30pm and 
concluding at 9.00pm and numbers are limited to 110. 
 
Please contact Andre Hariman on 0479 178 999 if you require more information. 
 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
2nd November – No Club meeting – Melbourne Cup day 

9th November – Brad Manera – ANZAC War Memorial & Victoria 
Cross Recipient – Teddy Sheehan 

16th November – Ian Jackson & Margot Whitfield – Pacific 
Dermatology 

 
 
 
The Rotary Club of Mosman wishes to thank Kennard’s Storage 
Artarmon for their generous on-going support in providing storage 
for our Club. 

 
Board members  

President: Mark Wallis 
President Elect: James Humphery, Treasurer: Sandy Godfrey, 

Club Service: James Humphery, Secretary: Graeme Robinson+Dom Rabu, 
International Service: Martin Fallows, Youth: Halyna Koscharsky 

Community Service: Liz Alderson, Vocational: Di McKenzie, 
Membership and Fund Raising : Mark Alderson, Public Image: Clare 

Stockdale, Sergeant at Arms: Barry Starr, Immediate Past President and 
Foundation Chair: Richard Vahtrick. 

 
Speaker Coordinator: Ruth Thompson 
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