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OoZoO 
 

December 1st, 2009 – Family Month 
– Vol. 50, No.18 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

The "Samoa Relief" project is well underway. There is close to 
$28,000 in the account and Dr. Hannam has received the "wish list" 
from the hospital in Samoa.  
 

We have received our Humanity in Motion 2010 Calendars and have 
200 copies for sale.  
 

ShelterBox - A great effort from the District’s Rotary clubs saw at 
least 20 ShelterBoxes donated during October and more have been 
committed. 
 

Dictionaries hit the 400 mark 

Margaret Cameron says recent donations have brought to over 400 
the number she has received from District clubs on her visits with 
DG John.  They’re for people learning to use computers in Vietnam, a 
project of PDG Danny Low’s. 
 

Do not forget the Rotary Calendars $2 each, great gift for friends. 
 

WELCOME BACK to Colleen Mathews  
 

John Melville is recovering well from his hip operation. He should be 
with us at the Christmas BBQ. 
 

Bunty Macpherson is still in Mosman Private for a few days, she is 
much better and should be returning home perhaps next week. 
 

Remember to bring along a gift of some sort for the  

Christmas Raffle hamper 

Regards 
 

Dominique  

Bulletin of the  

 Rotary Club of Mosman 
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Guests – Marlene Reid and Michael Heffernan 
Raffle Winner – President Dominique 
 

This week – Horizons Restaurant, Mosman RS Club. Military Rd. Mosman. 
COULD THOSE MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS PLEASE 

ADVISE ERNIE AT THE RS CLUB ON ARRIVAL. 
Special diets: Salads either Prawn Caesar or Smoked Salmon or Chicken with 

Balsamic dressing. 
 

If you are an Apology or are bringing Guests, please advise 
DOMINIQUE RABU by Monday on 0434053052 

 
 

Today’s Guest Speaker:  Peter Kirkwood:  How to make and play a 
didgeridoo               

COMING EVENTS 
 

Dec. 8th Otavio Toretta’s Farewell talk – partners welcome 
Dec. 12th Christmas Party BBQ at Don and Val West’s home $40  

Saturday starting at 7 pm – S. Pacific dress de rigueur 
Dec. 15th Annual General Meeting  
Dec. 22nd Rev Kenneth McIntyre  "From Cockpit to Pulpit" and also 

our   Christmas Message 
Mar. 18-21 D9680 Conference – Port Macquarie 
June 20 -23 Rotary International Convention - Montréal 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Jo Brunskill (5) & Mike Wakim (7) 
   

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS  
to John and Sandra Nelson (today)  

 
ATTENDANCE TABLE ROSTER 

 

December – Danny Low, Terry Orman 
January – Ken Burke, Seymour Major 

* If you cannot attend when rostered, please arrange a substitute. 
Fay Duncan is coordinating Attendance this year.*    

 
 

* Otavio Toretta and Malte Alberts were away last week.  Otavio was taken by 
District Counsellor Paul Wynn to Dubbo, Mudgee and Orange.  Malte did a Bi-
athlon in 34 minutes.  He also went to Copacabana for a bbq.  He was invited to 
a school formal by a friend at MacKellar Girls’ High.  Last weekend they went to 
Namaroo where they met Outbound YEP students and talked about their 
experiences and rules about Exchange and how to do presentations.  They both 
got excellent remarks from all their teachers on their school reports. 

YOUTHFUL PURSUITS 
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HAND TEAM VISIT TO MYANMAR (BURMA) 5-11 NOVEMBER 2009 

In 2000, at the instigation and request of the Rotary Club of Mosman, Dr. Bruce 
Conolly went with PDG Danny Low & PP. Blair Leslie to set up a hand surgery 
and rehabilitation project, as had been done previously in Vietnam under the 
auspices of the Rotary Club of Mosman.   From the beginning it was obvious 
that Myanmar was in a far worse situation than Vietnam and it would be a 
difficult project, but Bruce is pleased to report that after almost ten years and 
many visits, there has been significant progress.   

There is now a Hand Unit at the Yangon General Hospital and the Yangon 
Orthopaedic Hospital and the Mandalay General Hospital.  They anticipate that 
there will be a Myanmar Hand Society, under the auspices of the Orthopaedic 
Society, but under the control of the Myanmar Medical Association.  There has 
been great progress in hand rehabilitation.  Physio and occupational therapists 
rotate through the hand surgery unit and there is very close contact between the 
therapists and the surgeons.   Prof. Htay and Prof. Hla have been instrumental 
in arranging this close cooperation and coordination, which was non-existent 
before 2000. 

Dr. Joyce Conolly has independently continued her own Shan health project.  In 
those periods of time outside their official duties at the Yangon General and 
Yangon Orthopaedic hospitals and the centre for rehabilitation, they have 
continued other non-hand surgery & rehabilitation work.  Each Bruce and Joyce 
visit the Moslem Free Hospital, begun by the Islam Organization, but with staff 
and patients of all denominations.   This hospital treats the poorest of the poor 
without any payment from the patients.  Joyce and Bruce make contributions of 
medicines and dressings and injectables, which are in great need.  They also 
make contributions of clothing, medicines and educational equipment for a boys’ 
orphanage & a girls’ orphanage in Yangon and make contributions to a school. 

They visit the Jesuit missions, which does so much for the welfare of the poor of 
Myanmar and maintain close contact with two remarkable people, Dr. Simon 
Tha & his wife, Rebecca, who operate a mobile hospital van which travels 
around Myanmar and which played a major role in the medical treatment of the 
cyclone Nargis casualties. 

On this most recent visit they linked up with Dr. James Kong, who, together with 
the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons and the Myanmar Medical 
Association, is organising a Myanmar-wide primary trauma course.   Dr. King 
has asked Bruce to contribute to this course next year. 

On all these official and unofficial projects, the name of the Rotary Club of 
Mosman, as well as the Hand Units of St. Luke’s & Sydney Hospitals, are 
foremost in their correspondence and conversations. 
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The medical community of Myanmar and the population at large has felt 
increasingly isolated for years and any visit, especially return visits, by people 
such as the Conollys, does a great deal to maintain the morale of the people. 

In the past the Rotary Club of Mosman has paid the Conollys’ economy return 
airfares.   On this occasion Bruce was able to obtain his airfares through the 
Area Health Service.   He is grateful to the R C of Mosman for covering his hotel 
and daily expenses.   As always, Blair Leslie made all their air travel and 
accommodation arrangements.  They are grateful to him and to Danny Low, 
from whom the initial idea came, along with all the members of 
Mosman Rotary. 

GUEST SPEAKER – Brooke Partington spoke with contagious 
enthusiasm about Bear Cottage in Manly which provides 24-hour 
medical and end of life care for children and their families.  Children are referred 
from all over Australia. 

They and their families can receive palliative care with extra stresses removed 
so they can spend quality time together in a non-hospital environment, in 
tranquil surroundings.  Children from 0 – 18 are catered for and there are play 
areas, a multi- media room, a teenage room, a Zen room for parents, outdoor 
areas and beach access.  

Last year they had 269 admissions and usually have 95% occupancy in their 10 
rooms.  The average admission lasts 8 days and they have patients with cancer, 
HIV Aids, neuromuscular problems, etc.  They have also had near drowning 
victims. Last year 17 of their patients died and of these, 7 children’s lives ended  
in Bear Cottage rather than in hospital.  They have specialised nursing care, 
play and musical therapists, and a great team of volunteers including Scooter 
the dog who plays with the children and also enjoys quiet hugs and cuddles. 

In addition to providing respite and end of life care, Bear Cottage runs a number 
of other programs aimed to support the entire family.  They also have camps 
and give sibling and bereavement support. 

Families do not pay for any Bear Cottage services and their operating expenses 
of $2.3 million are raised entirely through community donations.   

The proceeds of our Christmas Raffle this year will be going to Bear Cottage.   
 
Bear cottage “aims to add life to your years, not years to your life.” 
 

 PO Box 88, Mosman, 2088 

mosman@rotarnet.com.au 

Ph: 04 510 77 510  

www.rotarnet.com.au/mosman 


