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February 9th, 2010 – World Understanding Month

– Vol. 50, No.25

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Bear Cottage

Friday afternoon Peter Iannazzo 
organised a meeting with Brooke 
Partington, Bear Cottage 
Fundraising Manager. Clare and I 
were able to join him to give the 
cheque for $10,000, being the 
proceeds of the Christmas Raffle. 

Ian Fitzpatrick and Jim Reid were sorry not to be able to join us.

Brooke Partington gave us a tour of the centre, quite a moving experience 
to see the difficulties the parents go through, the kindness of the staff, 
and the happiness of the kids.

What we all found is that we would like to do more to help Bear Cottage. 
We realised that this type of center is in great need to help the parents 
and the children going through these hardships.

Latest news from ShelterBox Global headquarters in Cornwall
“Another 1,800 ShelterBoxes are set to be flown from Stansted Airport, 
London to Santa Domingo, the Dominican Republic, on Friday, where they 
will be transported overland to Port au Prince. It will bring the total 
number of ShelterBoxes deployed in Haiti to more than 7,000 boxes, 
providing emergency shelter to more than 70,000 people. “

Regards, Congratulations to John Nelson on being  
Dominique    named Mosman Citizen of the Year!

Last meeting:  
Guest Speaker – Nick Kunz our YEP student returning from Japan
Visiting Rotarians – Gillian and Eric Adams (Tavistock, Canada)
Guests – Andrea Kunz and John Fitzhardinge (friend of Ken Palmer)
Raffle Winner – Tony Larnach-Jones

Bulletin of the 
Rotary Club of Mosman
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BALMORAL OVAL EXERCISE STATIONS - A big thank you to those 
members who gave up their time for a “working bee” renovating the exercise 
stations originally installed by the RC of Balmoral.

A particular thank you to PE Peter Court who generously donated the 
use of his truck, tools and a driver/handyman for the day.

Council have agreed to dig out around each station and finish it with 
road base and hopefully the rubberized compound used in playgrounds. They 
have also agreed to their blacksmith making new “dipping handles”.

The whole thing should be finished in 6 weeks at which time we 
propose selling sponsorships to each station backed up by an article in the 
Daily about the co-operation between council and Rotary to produce this 
enviable exercise circuit.  - Ken Burke

This week – Horizons Restaurant, Mosman RS Club. Military Rd. Mosman.

COULD THOSE MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS 
PLEASE ADVISE ERNIE AT THE RS CLUB ON ARRIVAL.

Special diets: Salads either Prawn Caesar or Smoked Salmon or 
Chicken with Balsamic dressing.

Please advise apologies or guests by Monday to Dom - 0434053052

Today’s Guest Speaker: Lianna Fuller-Byrne who recently 
returned from Youth Exchange in Sault Ste Marie, Canada

COMING EVENTS
Feb. 11th RYDA with Mosman High students – more helpers 

needed.  Please see Barry Starr
Feb. 12th D9680 Youth Exchange Dinner for Returning and 

Inbound students, featuring Malte Alberts and 
Nick Kunz - Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club, 6:30 
for 7.  $40 p.See Barry Starr to book.

Feb. 16th

12:30 RSL
Hand team Drs. Peter Scougall, Damian Ryan, 
Richard Lawson and Hand Therapy Director 
Rosemary Prosser 

Feb. 22nd Dine Out at “La Baroque”, 88 George St., The 
Rocks from 7:15/7:30 pm organised by Yvonne 
Hazell.  $45 pp + $5 for a glass of wine

Feb. 23rd

12:30 RSL
Actress Lorraine Bayly (Played Grace in “The 
Sullivans” - intro. by former member Charles 
Cumberland.  (Partners welcome, please advise 
minimum 24 Hours before)
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Mar. 2nd Cameron Kerr, Director and CEO, Taronga 
Conservation Society Australia

Mar. 18-21 D9680 Conference – Port Macquarie* - see Blair 
Leslie 

April 28th French Fashion Extravaganza in aid of the Garvan 
Institute.

June 20 -23 Rotary International Convention - Montréal

ATTENDANCE TABLE ROSTER
February – Blair Leslie, Clare Stockdale
March – Murray Block, Luciano Giglietti

* If you cannot attend when rostered, please arrange a substitute.

* Malte Alberts, Diego Madariaga and Otávio Toretta helped at our 
Australia Day BBQ and enjoyed the vintage car display.  That evening, 
they bade farewell to André Nogueira after helping at the Australia Day 
bbq and the next day they bade farewell to Otávio.
* Malte is now living with a family in Davidson so he is able to cycle to 
school.  Diego is staying with the family of Rebecca & Rob Fitzpatrick in 
Mosman.  They thanked Barry Starr for having all 4 of them together in 
his apartment.  Diego thinks Sydney is beautiful and the people so nice.
     
GUEST SPEAKER Nick Kunz lived in Kanazawa city, the capital of Ishikawa 
prefecture.  Kanazawa has a population of around 450,000. Ishikawa has a 
population of 1,180,000.  This might seem quite large by Australian standards 
but many Japanese consider Ishikawa prefecture to be very rural. It is common 
to see rice fields next to houses and in between convenience stores.
Ishikawa’s main industries are textiles and the production of construction 
machinery.  Kanazawa is most famous for Ken-rokuen (the third highest 
ranking garden in Japan) and “Ninja” temples (with traps and concealed doors).  
Kanazawa also produces about 90% of Japan’s gold leaf. 

Nick attended Tatsumigaoka Senior High School and started in 101 (first year, 
first home room).  In April they became 201 (second year, first home room).  In 
Japan the school year starts in April and ends in March in time for cherry 
blossom viewing. There are 3 years of Junior High School and 3 of Senior 
High.  School dominates the students’ lives as they are often at school 6 or 7
days a week. Depending on what club they are in they can finish very late. 
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During the first 5 months Nick was in the Tennis club which finished about 6
pm. In his last 7 months he was in Track and Field club which was much more 
serious and often ended at 7:30 or later.  He also had to travel long distances 
by public transport to and from school.                                                                        

It was interesting to hear Nick referring to Kanazawa as “my city”.  He has 
obviously grown to feel part of it.  He mentioned that most of the Rotarians in 
his host club owned or ran their own businesses so were very busy and had 
little time for fundraising.  When Nick came to see me on his return, he said his 
year on exchange had been the most important year of his life.  

What he has gained from his year on exchange:
* Nick has learned a second language to a level of fluency which would have 
been impossible to attain if he had just studied in Australia. This has already 
assisted him in finding a job, as he is on probation as a waiter in a Japanese 
restaurant and he is also helping out with market research relating to an 
Australian product in Japan. He hopes to continue studying Japanese in 
university and plans to take the level 2 Japanese Language Proficiency Test in 
July. If he passes this then the number of universities and jobs he can apply for 
in Japan greatly expands.  He is going to study International Relations at 
Macquarie Uni.  
* He has learned some of the more subtle skills that help make a more 
successful independent life such as being able to keep his room tidy.
* From living in a more strict and disciplined society he has learned how to find 
his own freedom and be himself in a situation where he feels contained or 
controlled. He feels this skill will be most useful as he enters the adult world of 
employment. 
* He learned to relate to and understand the mindset of Japanese people. He
believes this would have also been impossible if he had not been given the 
opportunity to go on exchange to Japan. 
* He has been able to make many friends from many countries and he thinks it 
will help him make many more.
* Because he had to adapt to many new and unexpected challenges, he no 
longer lacks confidence in these situations.  He can just jump into them now, 
which was something he was quite afraid of doing before.

Incredible experiences:
* Living in Japan for a year and as a high school student and not as an expat
English teacher gave him the opportunity to see Japan as only those that grow 
up there can see it.
* The place where he lived gave him a perspective on what Japan really is. In 
Australia when we think of Japan we either think 
of the futuristic wonderland that is Tokyo or the 
Japan of the past full of samurais and ninjas.  
He felt it was important to give a good 
impression of the foreigner in Japan.  
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