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Mar. 9th, 2010 – Literacy Month – Vol. 50, No.29

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Dear Friends,

News about Polio : Push to end polio gains ground
Although the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) has faced sobering 
challenges in the past year, officials say it is moving forward in key 
political, technical, financial, and operational areas. Stepped-up efforts to 
end the disease in the four endemic countries — Afghanistan, India, 
Nigeria, and Pakistan — are paying off, they say. According to WHO, the 
incidence of polio in Nigeria in 2009 dropped by 48 percent to 382 cases 
as of 27 October, compared with 736 cases for the same period in 2008. 
Most dramatic has been the decline in transmission of the type 1 wild 
poliovirus, to 73 cases from 677 cases. Also, the proportion of 
unimmunized children in Nigeria’s highest risk states fell below 10 percent 
for the first time. Unrest along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border resulted 
in a slight increase in the number of cases in both countries in the past 
year between large-scale immunization campaigns. In Afghanistan, the wild 
poliovirus is endemic only in the south, and about 80 percent of children 
live in polio-free areas. Rotarians in Pakistan have encouraged the national 
government to give strong support to ending polio. In India, transmission 
of the wild poliovirus has been stopped in all but two of the country’s 35 
states and territories. In 2010, a new vaccine is expected to be introduced 
to help stop the transmission of the type 1 and type 3 wild polioviruses 
simultaneously. (Type 2 has been eradicated globally except in Nigeria.) 

Regards,
Dominique 

FRENCH FASHION EXTRAVAGANZA
Chris Gotham and his committee are looking for more good auction and raffle 
prizes.  We also need Rotarians to book in and make up tables of attendees, 
particularly from the wider community. 
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Last meeting:  
Guest Speaker – Cameron Kerr
Visiting Rotarian – Rod de Courcy-Ireland (Picton, Ontario, Canada)
Guests – Carol Wright and Carlos Johnstone
Raffle Winner – Peter Court

This week – Horizons Restaurant, Mosman RS Club. Military Rd. Mosman.

COULD THOSE MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS 
PLEASE ADVISE ERNIE AT THE RS CLUB ON ARRIVAL.

Special diets: Salads either Prawn Caesar or Smoked Salmon or 
Chicken with Balsamic dressing.

Please advise apologies or guests by Monday to Dom - 0434053052

Today’s Guest Speaker:  Sarah Dearberg talking about 
her RYLA experience

COMING EVENTS
Mar. 16th Diego Madariaga’s introductory presentation
Mar. 18-21 D9680 Conference–Port Macquarie* - see Blair Leslie 
Mar. 23rd Report on the Conference & Report from RYPEN 

students from Mosman High
Mar. 30th Chris Gotham – his story
April 13th JPDG Bruce Allen – the Rotary Foundation
April 20th Stuart Coppock (Anzac Day Address) Impressions of 2/7 

Div. Cavalry Sananandra Beachhead Campaign Dec.,1942
April 27th Report by Dr. Penny McNulty and Leonie Harle about

the equipment bought with our donation to Prince of 
Wales Hospital Research in memory of Bill Carroll

April 28th French Fashion Extravaganza for the Garvan Institute
Jun 20 -23 Rotary International Convention - Montréal

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Ken Palmer & Margaret McAteer (11), 
Maureen Chaseling (12) and Heinz Wicki (15)

HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY to Murray and Breda Block (10)

ATTENDANCE TABLE ROSTER
March – Murray Block, Luciano Giglietti

April – Dieter Beck, John Melville
* If you cannot attend when rostered, please arrange a substitute.
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Diego Madariaga told us that his family in Chile are ok and not affected 
by the earthquake.  Casualties are being taken to their local hospital.  

Diego and Malte Alberts thanked Dieter Beck for taking them to meet 
the GSE team from Bremen in Germany at a meeting in French’s 
Forest.  There is an article about Malte in the DG’s Newsletter this 
month. This weekend the R C of Umina once again hosted the YEP 
students and gave them a fun and action-packed weekend including a 
ferry ride, a bushdance festival and water sports.  Malte enjoyed himself 
despite suffering from a cold or allergy.  

Otávio Toretta is looking for work as an English teacher.  He has 2 
possibilities so far.  He is also finishing a course to get his car licence.  
He’s also joined a rugby team in Cascavel.  He is missing us all and 
missing Australia.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY celebrated their 20th anniversary this 
Sunday.  Nick Kunz came and helped out at Mosman Bay.  So did a 
volunteer guide with me at Mosman Art Gallery, Gill Lee.  Caroline de 
Jongh who is visiting us today was also an enthusiastic volunteer.   In 
all, 24 volunteers came including some boys from Riverview who were 
doing 2 hours’ community service.  

Our GUEST SPEAKER Cameron Kerr studied human reproductive 
physiology at Sydney Uni.  One area that interested him was the 
increase in the rate of birth of twins.  He did veterinary pharmaceutical 
research and worked for a German hair care firm.  He joined the staff at 
Taronga Zoo in 2000 and held roles in personnel management, PR, etc.  
He worked in marketing and business roles.  When Guy Cooper retired 
last year, Cameron became his successor as Director and CEO, 
Taronga Conservation Society Australia.  Cameron has worked in most 
areas of the Zoo so is very knowledgeable about every aspect.

Cameron told us it has gone from a $35 million p. a. business 10 years 
ago to a $70 million enterprise.  It comprises conservation, education,
and tourism and recreation.  They have over 500 staff, 4000 animals at 
Taronga Zoo and 200 animals at Western Plains Zoo in Dubbo.  The 

YOUTHFUL PURSUITS
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Zoos are the No. 1 tourist attraction in Sydney and in Central West 
NSW.  About 1.6 million people visit them every year.  About 150,000 
students come, including some Ph. D. students and some post-doctoral 
students doing research.

How does one judge the success of the Zoos’ performance?  
1) Are they delivering a recreational experience and attracting tourism?  
Conservation is a long-term commitment so 3-year donations are not 
adequate and they have to look at an ongoing fundraising scheme.  Are 
they doing research and conservation that is relevant to the 
community’s expectations?
2) They bring wildlife and people together to remind them of the 
wonders and social capital wildlife brings to the planet.  Many people 
don’t have a chance to get in touch with nature except at places like a 
Zoo. 
3)Research capability.  Each summer, researchers go to the Antarctic 
and S. America to study leopard seals and penguin populations and 
compare their populations in the wild and in captivity.  

Cameron spoke about their involvement with breeding Sumatran tigers, 
orangutans, and Sumatran rhinos, all of whom are becoming extinct in 
the wild.  They are also involved with black rhinos and elephants and 
Tasmanian Devils.  A second elephant birth is expected soon. In 
Dubbo, $2 million is being spent on breeding healthy Devils and 
reintroducing them to clean areas in the wild.   They are also looking at 
increasing the rate of successful calving in cows.

There are currently major works being done at the top Zoo entrance 
near Athol Wharf.  They have a heritage team and will create an open
plaza and café and an area that will give people a sneak preview of the 
animals that can be seen inside.  There is also a major reconstruction of 
the chimpanzee facility.  

Cameron thanked us for our ongoing support in selling raffle tickets at 
their Twilight Concerts to raise funds for the Taronga Foundation.  
There’s been a lot of rain this year!  We’ve had a lot of cooperation and 
support from Rotarians and Zoo staff.  Thank you to all Rotarians and 
their families and friends and Malte and 
Diego who have helped out this year.PO Box 88, Mosman, 2088

mosman@rotarnet.com.au
Ph: 0422 541 959

www.rotarnet.com.au/mosman


