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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Dear Friends,

So the 2009-2010 district 9680 conference went very well. Very 
good conference, good choice of accommodation (thanks Blair), 
great camaraderie, very good weather, except that we did not see 
much of it being indoors all the time.

Thanks to Clare Stockdale you will find here a comprehensive report 
on the conference. I will just add that, apart from the usual Rotary 
matters, I was very impressed by two guest speakers: Professor 
Dominic Dwyer and Gemma Sisia.

Dominic Dwyer gave us a very in-depth speech, not only about his 
career, but also on viruses, how they spread around the world and 
how much progress has been made on the time that it takes now to 
analyse a virus and come very quickly to a vaccine and the means to 
slow the progression of these viruses. At the same time he 
explained why viruses spread so fast now.  

When our great grandfathers would only travel during their lifetime  
20 or 30 km around their area, now the grandchild will have already 
travelled the world before he is 30 wPen you realise that each day 
20,000 people travel from Sydney to Melbourne.

When I heard that we had a speaker coming to talk to us about 
Africa, my first thought was that we need to do more here in our 
pacific region. After having heard Gemma’s speech I was impressed. 
Such a lady moves the world to achieve her goal: help kids to access 
education. What she does is incredible: finding each year large 
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amounts of money to continue building schools and boarding 
accommodation. You can read more about her on her website: 
http://www.schoolofstjude.co.tz/

Jim Reid also did a great job taking care of the ShelterBox during 
the conference. He had quite a few demands. You will read his 
report in this bulletin.
  
Thanks Jim.

Regards,
Dominique 

FRENCH FASHION EXTRAVAGANZA for the Garvan Institute

Please let Ken Burke or Chris Gotham know numbers ASAP as the 
date is 28th April.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE REPORT

16 Mosman Rotarians & partners and our 2 YEP students attended the 
D9680 Conference in Port Macquarie last week, including John Melville
who again coordinated all the audio/visuals for the Conference and Jim 
Reid who spent most of his time manning the ShelterBox display.  8 of 
us went to the black tie dinner on Friday evening. Michael MacQuillan
introduced the GSE teams from Stuttgart in Germany and from 
Brittany in France.   One of the German GSE team acted as a 
volunteer “dummy” for ventriloquist Darren Carr. Pastance provided 
the lovely Irish music (harp and recorders) and singing. We met the RI 
President’s Special Representative PDG Rob Wylie.

On Saturday morning, a coach collected us at 7:20.  We were 
entertained by PP Peter Kirkwood on the didgeridoo and the Rotary 
Voices choir.  The YEP students did a parade with their national flags.  
DG John Cameron spoke of the Conference theme “Make a World of 
Difference through Rotary”.  MC Chris Russell introduced Marion 
Bunch who lost one of her children to AIDS.  She told us about RFFA
(Rotarians for Fighting AIDS).  There are 33 million AIDS sufferers in the 
world of which 60% are in sub-Saharan Africa.  It is also a big problem in 
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S. Asia, E. Europe, India, and China. RFFA and Orphan Rescue and 
Kidz Clubs are helping out. We heard the 2 finalists in the 4-Way Test 
Speech Competition which was conducted in 20 schools.  Arabella 
Vaughn won with her talk entitled “Just say NO” which ended “We need 
to live more simply so others may simply live.” Laura, the runner up, 
spoke about “Racial Discrimination” and concluded, “Wouldn’t it be a 
boring world if we were all the same?” Our own YEP student Malte 
Alberts (Germany), Kendra Stenger (USA) and Ida Larsen (Norway) 
spoke about what they have gained from their exchange here so far. 
The future of humanity is in the hands of our youth.

Apprentice Trainee Awards and Vocational Excellence Awards were 
presented to worthy recipients. Kelly Nicholls, a former Rotary Peace 
Fellow, spoke about how peace is not the absence of war but the 
presence of justice.  She said her fellowship enabled people with 
passion and commitment to also get education, training, and skills and to 
make useful contacts so they were more empowered to work towards 
real and lasting peace.  She works with a US NGO in Colombia.  We 
also heard about International projects from PP Elwyn Hodges, 
including RYLA for E. Timor, Teachers for E. Timor, and Health & 
Education in Fomu Valley, PNG where 40% of children have no access 
to schooling.  PP Phil Isaacs talked about a Community project:  
flashing speed signs for schools.  Blair Exell spoke about his work with 
AusAID.  He said that our government was doubling its commitment to 
poverty reduction, improving education, health and environmental 
sustainability in developing countries thus promoting stability and 
economic development.  In the evening we attended the Wild Colonial 
Dinner where the Tallowood Bush Band and Comedian & Bush Poet 
Murray Martin entertained us.  Some delegates and all the students 
were seated in a separate room because of overcrowding.  The raffle 
raised $2800 for ShelterBox.  A club dressed as a flock of sheep were 
judged the best-dressed!

On Sunday PP Lindsay May spoke about the Rotary Foundation
which works to improve health, support education, and alleviate poverty.  
The GSE team from Stuttgart, spoke about their state Baden-
Württemberg which is produces cars and is known for innovation in 
science and R & D.  They spoke about their national sport, soccer (3 
World Cups), tennis stars Steffi Graf and Boris Becker (born locally), and 
Michael Schumacher.  Then PDG Pam Pritchard spoke about the 
achievements of the PolioPlus program which began in 1985 when 
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polio was endemic in 125 countries and how now is only to be found in 4
(India, Pakistan,  Afghanistan & Nigeria).   We heard about Matching 
Grants including those our club has received for E. Timor.  Then Prof. 
Dominic Dwyer told us about modern pandemics and his work as a 
medical virologist.  He said Ian Fitzpatrick had urged him to be part of a 
GSE team that went to India in 1986 and Mosman club had sent him as 
an ambassadorial scholar to France where he worked under Institut 
Pasteur colleagues who won the 2008 Nobel prize for their discovery 
of HIV.  

Sue Owen spoke about the Book of Remembrance of Rotarians and 
their partners who passed away in 2009.  PP Ross Pearse talked to 3 
club presidents whose clubs had very few members about how they 
improved their situations. DG John Cameron announced that PDG 
Harold Sharp (Crows Nest), had won the “Service Above Self 
Award”.  Harold was very surprised.  PDG Tony Castley, who 
presented the award, was even more surprised when he received a PR 
Award.  Gemma Sisia spoke about the School of St. Jude in 
Tanzania. 

St. Ives club will hold the 2011 Conference in Canberra. My thanks to 
Crows Nest Club members who took me back to Sydney on their bus 
and to Bill and Lydia Lee who drove me home. 

– Clare Stockdale
:  

Jim Reid’s report on ShelterBox:

ShelterBox display, Rotary District 9680 Conference.

Having spent the time manning the Shelterbox stand at the 2010 District 
9680 conference, I am moved to prepare a report on the damage that 
the project has sustained as a result of the headbutting and associated 
politicing.

The majority of inquiries I fielded, when manning the display, were 
related to the rampant nitpicking and rumors, which have been fueled 
by the apparent attempts to maintain some secrecy.

The comments/questions, in order of niumbers were:-
  What are the problems with the shelterboxes?
  How much are contributors being ripped off?
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  I understand that New Zealand has withdrawn from the Australian 
disribution
     and now send funds direct to the UK.
  We have been told that the money we have raised and contributed is 
being
     withheld by the Victorian club!
  We have been told the ShelterBoxes are only worth $250.
  Is ShelterBox Australia a registered trading company or not for 
profit trust?
  With the improved GBP to AUD what profit is ShelterBox Australia 
making?
  Should we advise our potential contributors to hold the money until 
the 
    matters are clarified?
  The tents should have a bigger Rotary International emblem, not any 
     particular club.
  Tents funded by Australia should have an Australian Flag.
  Objection to a Union Jack Flag by those of republican persuasion.
  Rotary should be less in competition with international aid agencies 
such as
    United Nations, Red Cross etc., and more involved in longer term 
follow up
    assistance.
  Why is the Shelterbox logo so big on the PullUps and the Rotary 
Wheel so
    small?
  Same comment regarding the printed brochures.

In general the backbiting and attempts to maintain secrecy has created 
an atmosphere of distrust and given the nitpickers a chance to create 
disssention.

The rumor mongers are in full flight.

All the good work that has been done by the likes of John Dean is being 
unwound at a great rate and will compromise the future of the concept.

The overwhelming number of inquiries were related to problems and 
very few seeking to contribute.

In the absence of a full brief my only response was to ask the 
protaganists,
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What is your motive in being a Rotarian?

Is it to have badges and symbols all over everything to make you feel 
warm and fuzzy, or to assist in providing shelter and comfort by those 
people who suffer the loss of homes and support through natural 
disasters?

What are the answers you get when you apply the 4 way test?

Jim Reid
Immediate Past President
Mosman Rotary

Last meeting:

Guest Speaker – Diego Madariaga
Visiting Rotarian – Ann O’Connor (Minnamurra), Paul Wynn 
(Gladesville)
Guests – Carlos Johnstone, Caroline de Jongh, Peter Watson, Audrey 
Sykes
Raffle Winner – Murray Block

This week – Horizons Restaurant, Mosman RS Club. Military Rd. 
Mosman.

COULD THOSE MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS 
PLEASE ADVISE ERNIE AT THE RS CLUB ON ARRIVAL.

Special diets: Salads either Prawn Caesar or Smoked Salmon or 
Chicken with Balsamic dressing.

Please advise apologies or guests by Monday to Dom - 0434053052

Today’s Guest Speakers:  Report on the Conference & RYPEN 
students Ruby-Ann Schmeltzer & Thorsten Hertzog from Mosman High

COMING EVENTS

Mar. 30th Chris Gotham – his story
April 6th Mr. Rodney Rietdyk, of Mannings Funeral Home P/L 

(Aust. owned & operated) - a light-hearted and 
cheerful insight into the industry and understanding of 
available options

April 13th PDG Bruce Allen – the Rotary Foundation
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April 20th Stuart Coppock (Anzac Day Address) Impressions of 
2/7 Div. Cavalry Sanananda Beachhead Campaign 
Dec.,1942.
7 members of the GSE team from Brittany in France 
will be our guests as well.

April 27th Report by Dr. Penny McNulty and Leonie Harle about 
the equipment bought with our donation to Prince of 
Wales Hospital  Research in memory of Bill Carroll

April 28th French Fashion Extravaganza for the Garvan Institute
Jun 20 -23 Rotary International Convention - Montréal

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Ian Hutchison (25) and Gai Hutchison (29)

ATTENDANCE TABLE ROSTER

March – Murray Block, Luciano Giglietti
April – Peter Iannazzo, George Nazar

* If you cannot attend when rostered, please arrange a substitute.

     

Malte Alberts thanked Yvonne and Rod Hazell for taking him and 
Diego Madariaga to their home in the Blue Mountains on the weekend 
where they went for long walks and saw great views.  They went to a 
music festival, saw “One Africa”, and went to 2 markets.

Dr. Peter Scougall wrote to Ian Fitzpatrick:  “On behalf of Rosemary, 
Richard and Damian, I would like to thank you for inviting us to the 
Rotary lunch, for your hospitality and for continuing to support our 
Vietnam Hand Surgery teaching program.”  He would also like to thank 
Blair Leslie for all he does for this project. It wouldn’t work without him. 

Our GUEST SPEAKER Diego Madariaga told us about his home 
country, the Republic of Chile which has over 6,000 km. of coastline 
along the Pacific Ocean.  They also claim about 1.25 million sq. km. of 
Antarctica and in 1888 annexed Easter Island which is famous for its 
monumental statues called moai. In the N. is the Atacama Desert, the 
driest desert in the world including the Valley of the Moon.  It has a lot of 

YOUTHFUL PURSUITS
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minerals, including copper.  In the centre Chile has a Mediterranean 
climate with fertile valleys which were settled about 10,000 years go by 
Native Americans.  The S. has a rainy, temperate climate.  Prior to the 
arrival of the Spanish in 1535, the Incas ruled the N. and the indigenous 
Araucanians ruled the centre and the S.  

With the help of Argentina, Chile was able to declare its independence 
on February 12, 1818. In the War of the Pacific (1879–83), Chile 
defeated Peru and Bolivia and won its present northern regions. The 
people then endured a dictatorship (1973–1990) under Augusto 
Pinochet, who ousted Salvator Allende, that left more than 3,000 people 
dead or missing.  Now Chile is one of South America's most stable and 
prosperous nations. In December 2009 Chile became the first South 
American country to be invited to join the OECD. Chile is also a 
founding member of the UN and the Union of South American Nations.  
Chile’s most popular sport is soccer and its most successful is tennis.  
Rodeo is its national sport.  Diego also mentioned the famous poet 
Pablo Neruda and writer Isabel Allende.  He also sang a lovely sad 
song written by Violeta Parra.

Diego’s family include his father Patricio (history professor at the U. of 
Talca), mother Soledad (psychiatrist at a public hospital), brother 
Rodrigo (26, mechanical engineer and father of 2 sons), and sister 
Camila (22, architecture student at U. of Talca).  We saw photos of their 
home which includes a lovely swimming pool.  

His family’s home suffered loss of electricity for a while after the 
earthquake but they were lucky otherwise.  Apparently his school and 
the building their dentist had his offices in was damaged.  The epicentre 
of the earthquake was on the coast of their region (Region del Maule) 
and a lot of places were affected by the tsunami.  It had a magnitude of 
8.8 and lasted 90 seconds.  It was the 4th most powerful in history and 
affected 80% of the population.  A lot of old adobe buildings could not 
withstand the tremors. – CS

PO Box 88, Mosman, 2088
mosman@rotarnet.com.au

Ph: 0422 541 959
www.rotarnet.com.au/mosman


