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Mar. 30th, 2010 – Literacy Month – Vol. 50, No.32

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Dear Friends,

Rotary Peace Fellows  Applications close 30 April

Do you know a non-Rotarian, midcareer professional interested in 
conflict resolution, peace-building, and mediation? Is this person ready 
to learn new skills, become better equipped to help prevent and resolve 
conflict worldwide, and lead others toward peace?

If so, you may have found an ideal candidate for the Rotary Peace 
Centres program, which offers fellowships to pursue a master's degree 
or professional development certificate in fields related to peace and 
conflict resolution. This program helps promising leaders expand their 
global outlook, strengthen their negotiation skills, and ultimately make a 
positive impact on future peace and conflict resolution efforts worldwide.

We are seeking young men and women who have the potential to have 
a significant, positive impact on world peace and conflict resolution 
during their future careers.

Rotary Peace Fellows are leaders promoting national and international 
cooperation, peace, and the successful resolution of conflict throughout 
their lives, in their careers, and through service activities.

Regards,  Dominique 
In his capacity as our International Director, John Dean was presented 
at the San with a Certificate of Appreciation for our club’s support of 
their heart teams to Vietnam and Myanmar this past year.

SUB-EDITOR NEEDED – As Clare Stockdale will be overseas from 
mid-May to just before the Changeover, we will need a sub-editor for the 
Oozoo for that period.  Please contact Clare to volunteer your help!

FRENCH FASHION EXTRAVAGANZA
Please let Ken Burke know numbers ASAP for the 28th April.

Help us to raise funds for the Garvan Institute.

Bulletin of the 
Rotary Club of Mosman
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Mosman Musical Society “Bringing the House Down”@ Zenith Theatre
31 March- 3 April. 9777-7547 or www.zeniththeatre.com.au to book. <<
Last meeting:  
Guest Speakers – Ruby Schmelzer and Thorsten Hertzog
Visiting Rotarian – Rod de Courcy-Ireland (Picton, Ontario, Canada)
Guests – Joshua Ferguson, Michael Heffernan, Carlos Johnstone, and 

Halyna Koscharsky
Raffle Winner – Rod de Courcy-Ireland

This week – Horizons Restaurant, Mosman RS Club. Military Rd. 
Mosman.

COULD THOSE MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS 
PLEASE ADVISE ERNIE AT THE RS CLUB ON ARRIVAL.

Special diets: Salads either Prawn Caesar or Smoked Salmon or 
Chicken with Balsamic dressing.

Please advise apologies or guests by Monday to Dom - 0434053052

Today’s Guest Speaker:  Chris Gotham

COMING EVENTS
April 6th Mr. Rodney Rietdyk, of Mannings Funeral Home P/L 

(Australian-owned and operated) - a light-hearted and 
cheerful insight into the industry and understanding of 
available options

April 13th Stuart Coppock (Anzac Day Address) Impressions of 
2/7 Div. Cavalry Sananda Beachhead Campaign in 
Dec.,1942

April 20th The GSE team from Brittany in France 
April 27th Report by Dr. Penny McNulty and Leonie Harle about 

the equipment bought with our donation to Prince of 
Wales Hospital  Research in memory of Bill Carroll

April 28th French Fashion Extravaganza for the Garvan Institute

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Blair Leslie (4) and Tracey Sturrock (5)
Don & Val West celebrated their 52nd Wedding Anniversary (22)

ATTENDANCE TABLE ROSTER
March – Murray Block, Luciano Giglietti
April – Peter Iannazzo, George Nazar

May – Mike Blakeney, John Crowe
* If you cannot attend when rostered, please arrange a substitute.
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Last Tuesday evening, Diego Madariaga performed one of his songs at 
Forest High’s musical evening.  He had good feedback from the other 
students.  He and Malte Alberts had a good time at the District 
Conference in Port Macquarie with the other YEP students and had fun 
dressing as cowboys for the Wild Colonial dinner dance.  They enjoyed 
climbing the rocks at the beach.  Malte missed our meeting as he was 
writing an English exam.  Both boys and Barry Starr will be on Safari 
for the next 3 weeks. Luciano Giglietti has kindly offered to drive them 
up to Hornsby to catch the 6:30 am coach on Saturday.

Otávio Toretta (Brasil) writes, “Good afternoon dear friends” and says  
he was sad to leave Aussie land but it is also really nice to be back with 
his family and friends.  As he said to Fay, he is missing our Tuesday 
meetings and talking English with his friends is quite weird but funny as 
well.  He is studying a lot to get into a good university and is finishing 
classes to get a car licence.  He now speaks Portuguese with a bit of an 
Aussie accent so people ask him where he comes from!  Sometimes he 
closes his eyes and tries to feel the Aussie street, air, & people but after 
a minute he realises he is back home.  He is more lost than before in 
trying to decide what to do about his professional career.  He hopes to 
come back to Australia in the future and thanks us again for everything.

David Waldl (Austria) is moving into a flat leased by his uncle.  The rent 
has been fixed since the 1970s!  He is finishing high school and is doing 
the top English course.  He is thinking of studying philosophy or 
psychology at uni but first, instead of doing military service, he will be 
doing social service helping refugees.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY – MARCH 8th - Mosman Council 
somewhat belatedly celebrated International Women’s Day together 
with the National Year of Women in Local Government with a function 
last week.  Councillor Denise Wilton introduced 4 speakers.  Zara 
Grayspence was the first female councillor in Mosman in 1977 (the first 
year of compulsory voting) when you could claim expenses of $500 a 
year.  When she finally retired, you could claim $10,000 a year.  
Mosman Council has a good proportion of female staff and elected 
representatives.  Rosemary Curtis, who is an Aboriginal elder in Glen 
Innes, flew down to speak to us about her life and her work on Glen 
Innes Council.  She mentioned our cooperation in sending Lianna 
Fuller-Byrne to Canada on Rotary Youth Exchange and how Lianna 

YOUTHFUL PURSUITS



P a g e 4

cried when she left because of homesickness and how she cried on her 
return because she missed Canada!  She also mentioned the 
computers our club has sent up to Glen Innes.  Jane Waddell, a 
Mosman resident and former Mayor of Hunter’s Hill, spoke about her 
visit to Maubara in E. Timor, the difficulties faced by the people there,
and how Mosman Council might be able to help them.  Trish Arber 
spoke about the program to fund the education of girls in Mudanjiang in 
far NE China.  It was started in 1998 by then Mayor and Mosman 
Rotarian Jim Reid and Danny Low with Cr. Tony Whybrow.  The
Chinese government now pays for all children’s first 9 yrs of education.  

Mosman High Sports Convenor and PDHPE* teacher Joshua 
Ferguson accompanied our GUEST SPEAKERS Ruby Schmeltzer 
and Thorsten Hertzog who attended a RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program 
of Enrichment camp the last weekend of January, just before the end of 
the school holidays.  Joshua almost didn’t get there as he forgot to go 
until his mother reminded him.  He and Ruby said that initially they 
didn’t know what to expect.  They both agreed that they had an amazing 
time and met interesting people.  They had to perform tasks within small 
teams which required them to work together and think together and 
motivate one another to succeed in completing the tasks.  The program 
is designed to develop and build self-confidence in young people aged 
14 – 16.  Both Ruby and Thorsten are in Year 10.  They thanked us for 
giving them the opportunity to attend the RYPEN camp.
* In case you were wondering what a PDHPE teacher is, the acronym 
refers to Personal Development, Health and Physical Education.  
Joshua Ferguson is also Year 10 Advisor at Mosman High.

Rotarian Rod de Courcy-Ireland (Picton, Ontario, Canada) has visited 
us 3 times now during his current stay in Sydney. His cousin in 
Melbourne, John Ireland, is 84 years old and doing his Ph D thesis(!) on 
his great grandfather, Richard Davies Ireland, who was a barrister in 
Dublin before migrating to Melbourne in 1853.  He started a law practice 
and in 1855 defended 5 of the 13 miners from the Eureka Stockade. All 
13 were acquitted. He went on to become Solicitor General of Victoria 
and represented several districts over the years, including Castlemaine.  
At the Eureka Centre in Ballarat, there are details of the trials of the 13 
miners, listing the defendants, prosecutors, 
jurists and defence attorneys and Richard 
Ireland is prominent for the defence.    

PO Box 88, Mosman, 2088
mosman@rotarnet.com.au

Ph: 0422 541 959
www.rotarnet.com.au/mosman


