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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Dear Friends,

I would like to congratulate Barry 
Star. He was awarded a Paul Harris 
Fellow Sapphire Pin for his 
outstanding work in the District 
9680 Youth Exchange Committee
(see report below).

I would like to add that Barry has 
always been there when I needed 
him during this year. Thanks Barry.

Regards,
Dominique

Bulletin of the 
Rotary Club of Mosman

Recently inducted Rotarians Caroline De Jongh and Carlos
Johnstone with last week’s guest speaker Chris Wood
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Last meeting:  
Guest Speaker – Chris Wood (Retired Rear Admiral, RN)
Visiting Rotarians – Gillian and Eric Adams (Tavistock, Canada)
Raffle Winner – John Dean

This week – Horizons Restaurant, Mosman RS Club. Military Rd. , 

COULD THOSE MEMBERS WITH SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS 
PLEASE ADVISE ERNIE AT THE RS CLUB ON ARRIVAL.

Special diets: Salads either Prawn Caesar or Smoked Salmon or 
Chicken with Balsamic dressing.

Please advise apologies or guests by Monday to Dominique -
0434053052

Today’s Guest Speaker:  Prof. Peter Steinberg, the inaugural 
Director & CEO of the Sydney Institute of Marine Science at 

Chowder Bay – a non-profit collaboration of Macquarie , Sydney, 
and NSW Unis and UTS , involved in research , training and 

enthusing and informing Australians about Science.

COMING EVENTS
May 25th PDG Bruce Allen: “The Rotary Foundation”
June 1st Carlos Johnstone: His story/new member talk
June 15th Joel Smith -- Fund Development Officer, University of 

Sydney (formerly with the Rotary Foundation)
June 29th Malte Alberts – YEP student – farewell presentation
June 20-23 Rotary International Convention - Montreal
July 6th No lunch meeting
July 9th Club Changeover – Grand Hall, Mosman Art Gallery

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS to Eva & Heinz 
Wicki (21)

ATTENDANCE TABLE ROSTER
May – Mike Blakeney, John Crowe

June – Miles Felstead, Graham Kenny
July – John Melville, Carlos Johnstone

* If you cannot attend when rostered, please arrange a substitute.

                                         Malte Alberts and Diego Madariaga 
continue to make the most of their time in Australia with Diego having 

YOUTHFUL PURSUITS
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been taken to Canberra last weekend to see the War Memorial and a 
big music festival with his new host family whose son, Ben Armitage, 
was a YEP student in Chile.  Ben is currently at ANU.

Malte joined in his host Mum’s birthday celebrations.  He had brought 
her a gift from New Zealand.  The week before he spoke to future 
Outbound students at a Schools Expo and gave out the video/film 
wards at the Mosman Youth Art Prize. 

He returns to Germany on July 11th 2010.  There’s still plenty of time to 
invite Malte and Diego out for dinner or an excursion.  

CIRQUE de l’Échange

Friday evening, Caroline de Jongh, Ian Fitzpatrick, Nick Armitage 
(Diego’s host father) and I enjoyed the Cirque de l’Échange where the 
headline act was Diego playing the guitar and singing his own 
composition ”Just in My Dreams”, dedicated to his love for Mosman.  
Alonso (Mexico, Turramurra Club) accompanied him on the drums and 
Malte did a bit of rap repartee with him. Later Malte played the guitar 
and sang “Save Tonight” with Giovanna (Brasil, N. Gosford). Valentin
(France, N. Ryde) did a spectacular dance with twirling gas-fired
torches. At the end of the evening, Diego played and sang another of 
his own songs “The Song of the Ocean” about global warming.
PP Barry Starr is retiring after 7 years on the YEP committee and 4 
years as its chair. The committee asked DG John Cameron to present 
Barry with a sapphire pin. Among other things, he has been president 
of our club twice, looks after the airport collection boxes, works 
tirelessly for Baptist World Aid, plays the organ at the Chinese Baptist 
Church on George St., visits his 15 grandchildren, 9 of whom live in the 
USA, and visits countless former YEP students all over the world.

GUEST SPEAKER Chris Wood (Retired Rear Admiral, RN.) emigrated to 
Australia with his Australian wife in 2004, nearly 40 years after 2 spells of 
service in the Royal Navy’s Fourth Submarine Squadron based at HMAS 
Penguin, Balmoral between 1958 and 1965. Of his 37 years in the Royal 
Navy, over 20 of them were spent in the submarine service.  In later senior 
appointments held with the Ministry of Defence he specialised in underwater 
warfare research and development with particular emphasis on new design 
submarines and the performance, testing and evaluation of their weapons 
systems. He served in 4 different classes of diesel submarine (2 in command), 
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prior to nuclear training and command of HMAS Warspite (a nuclear powered 
submarine SSN03) from 1970 to 1973.
Chris enlightened us by providing a brief account of the evolution and roles of 
submarines from their first successful design to the present day, illustrated 
with a few pictures and some reflections from personal experience. Of 
particular interest were the first workable submarines that were designed and 
manufactured in 1901 for the Royal Navy which were approx 54 feet long and 
manned by volunteers, though given the high accident rate on these primitive 
and cramped craft, it’s not surprising performance was not spectacular.  These 
were in fact the ‘guinea pigs’ for future designs, and many men paid with their 
lives in the name of submarine advancement. Chris mentioned that the fumes 
alone were enough to cause serious illness.

Further developments were made by the introduction of the ‘D’ Class 
submarines which were run on diesel with newly added innovations.

The AE1 and AE2 Class submarines were jointly used by the British Royal 
Navy and Royal Australian Navies respectively which involved journeys 
between the 2 countries via Suez and India. Present day submarines have 
come a long way from those early days when John Phillip Holland, an Irish 
American, first developed the submarine in 1895 to the ‘Astute’ Nuclear Class 
craft commanding a price tag of approx 1.5B Pounds GBP with stealth 
technology. superior nuclear weapons and navigations systems and of course 
high performance. Chris stated the British establishment first greeted the idea 
of underwater craft with dismay whereas the Americans could see from an 

early period the usefulness 
and strategic advantages 
in designing and deploying 
submarines for defence 
and attack purposes. 

< Pasha Kostioukov, our 
YEP student from Omsk, 
Russia (2001-2) with his 
latest BMX bicycle 
championship trophy.
Barry Starr has the details.


