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Report	from	Peter	Young	on	painting	
of	Taldumande	refuge	

We started the job this week,  
which involves cleaning and 
sanding the walls in 6 rooms 
before painting with 2 coats. 
Fortunately the ceilings do not 
need painting. However, the walls 
in 3 rooms are damaged and need 
repair before painting can 
proceed in them.  Northbridge 
Club have agreed to paint the 
other 6 rooms. 
 
Dulux donated the paint, 
Inspirations Cremorne tinted it 
for us and Ewens Hardware 
donated brushes, rollers and 
trays. So, the cost to our Club is 
minimal.   Di has specified the 
interior paint finishes, changing 
the tones to warmer, more 
nurturing colourways ideal for 
Taldumande. 
 
Complying equipment for use when painting has been supplied by a 
contractor of Di’s together with a WHS Workplace Health and Safety 
overview and documentation to retain on site. 
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In total, 9 Members worked on the main living room for 3 days in shifts of 
3 hours each. 
 
 Di and Peter need 12 people to work each week to complete each 
room/area in 2 days. 
 

If we can get 
the volunteers, 
we can finish 
the job in 6 
weeks, working 
2 days each 
week.  If you 
are a whizz 
with the paint 
brush we could 
do with your 
help.  Please 
contact me 
ASAP! 
 
Peter Young 
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Update	on	Rypen	from		
PP		Ward	Pollard	

Dear members, 
 
An update on RYPEN: 
 
Details including application forms have been distributed to clubs, with 
a closing date for applications looming - 31 October. Your 
committee is following up with individual clubs over the next few weeks 
to ensure all aspects of the process are clear and applications are 
received by due date. 
As a reminder the program will take place over the weekend of 
February 3-5, 2017, at the Sydney Academy of Sport and 
Recreation, Wakehurst Parkway, Narrabeen. 
 
Dominique and I have met with Jon Phegan, Program Director, and he 
is well advanced in planning the program and assembling his team of 
leaders. 
 
We do however need your help - specifically over the weekend of the 
Program: 
Friday afternoon from 4.30 to 6.30 - 6 volunteers to look after applicants 
as they arrive - registration, keeping the car entrance clear, setting up 
the rooms.  
Sunday afternoon from 1.30 to 3.30 - 6 volunteers to assist in the 
closing ceremony arrangements 
CRITICAL  - WE NEED A CAMP MUM AND A CAMP DAD, who will 
be required to be at the camp all weekend. Role involves adding 
support to the program leaders should any personal issues arise. These 
roles are enjoyable and satisfying as past volunteers for these roles will 
agree.  
So if you can be available to support the program in any of the 
above roles could you please let Dominique or I know as soon as 
possible, so we can avoid last minute shortfalls. 
Many thanks, especially to the RYPEN committee members. 
 
Regards, Ward 
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Update	from	our	Rotary	Scholar	
Michaela	Dolk	

 
Dear Charlie, Pam and Martin, 
  
I hope this e-mail finds you all well. 
  
As my first week of classes at Oxford draws to a close, I thought it would be a 
fitting time to send you an update. 
  
Following the advice I received at the Rotary Link Weekend (the event where we 
had the opportunity to meet other Rotary Scholars studying in the UK, and learn 
more about Rotary and the UK), I’ll start with the weather. I had envisaged 
myself writing these updates with grey skies and drizzle outside my window, but 
so far I have been very lucky with the weather. Blue skies accompanied our course 
induction trip to Dorset, on which I met the other students studying the MSc in 
Water Science, Policy and Management. We have students from Zimbabwe, 
China, England, Wales, Columbia, Canada, Mexico, the US, and Australia on the 
programme, and it’s been great to hear about their diverse experiences related to 
water management across the globe. 
  

 
Induction trip to Dorset 
  
Rotary has really helped me to settle in here. My host, Tessa, accompanied 
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Ginger, Rick (both Rotary scholars at Oxford) and me to Alcester for the Link 
Weekend, and welcomed me into her home for lunch the next day. We had a 
delicious meal (complete with Yorkshire puddings!), followed by a walk through 
the woods and fields nearby. Last week we had a Rotary briefing in Oxford, 
during which I learnt more about the Rotary events happening over the next year. 
I’ve really enjoyed meeting the other scholars at Oxford University (including Ali, 
who is also from District 9685), and am looking forward to getting to know them 
better over the course of the year. Next week, we have a Rotary dinner, at which 
we will meet some of the Rotarians in our host district. 
  

 
Rotary Scholars GB&I at the Rotary Link Weekend 
  
Classes commenced on Monday, and I have had a very full week, learning about 
atmospheric circulation, water security, waterborne diseases, the development of 
water policies, features of good water governance, … (the list goes on!). There are 
lots of seminars in the evenings, and in between choir rehearsals (I’ve joined a 
college choir) and rowing “taster” sessions, I’ve had the opportunity to learn about 
water and conflict in the Middle East, and to attend Kevin Rudd’s talk on US-
China relations and nuclear weapons in North Korea! This weekend we had our 
matriculation ceremony, in which we were formally enrolled into the university. 
It was a great way to mark the beginning of what I am sure will be a great year 
filled with learning! 
  
Oxford truly has a wonderful academic environment, and I am very grateful for 
Rotary’s support. I look forward to sending you further updates over the coming 
weeks and months, and would love to hear any updates from District 9685! 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Michaela 



Visit	our	website:	www.mosmanrotary.org.au	
	

6	1st November 2016 – 12 noon					

Hi	everyone.	
	
Some	will	know	Tracey	and	I	are	in	Hong	Kong-most	will	probably	not. 		
	
We	came	here	over	4	weeks	ago	to	welcome	our	17	day	old	grandson	into	the	real	world,	and	to	run	the	
household	for	several	weeks,	including	looking	after	our	3	year	old	granddaughter.	
	
	However,	today	we	are	doing	neither	of	those	things,	despite	the	fact	that	our	daughter	lives	only	600	
metres	away	from	the	hotel	where	we	are	staying,	as	we	are	confined	indoors	by	a	curfew,	brought	about	by	
the	arrival	of	a	T8	typhoon	(equivalent	to	a	category	3	cyclone,	I	would	guess.)	The	curfew	causes	all	
businesses,	government	offices,	commercial	transport	and	anyone	else	that	employs	people,	to	close	for	the	
day,	and	all	public	transport,	including	taxis,	to	cease	operating.	Whilst	it	also	includes	private	transport	and	
pedestrian	traffic,	I	am	told	that	the	law	is	not	enforced	in	those	two	cases,	with	no	prosecutions	issued	or	
fines	imposed.	
	
In	regard	to	hotel	staff	at	our	hotel	(and	I	presume	the	same	applies	to	all	hotels),	they	are	expected	to	turn	
up	for	work	as	rostered,	as	a	T8	warning	is	given	with	two	hours	notice.	If	the	warning	is	still	in	place	when	
their	shift	finishes,	they	are	obliged	to	stay	and	continue	to	work,	taking	the	place	of	the	next	shift,	who	will	
be	unable	to	travel	to	work.	If	the	T8	warning	remains	in	place	until	well	into	the	evening,	they	are	
accommodated	in	unoccupied	guest	accommodation,	3	or	4	to	a	room.	They	are	then	expected	to	work	again	
the	following	day	if	rostered	staff	are	still	unable	to	get	to	work,	even	if	they	are	not	rostered	on	for	that	day.	
Under	those	circumstances,	I	don’t	suppose	us	hotel	guests	have	too	much	to	complain	about	if	we	are	
slightly	inconvenienced.	
	
Typhoons	are	quite	common	in	Hong	Kong,	though	often	the	city	is	on	the	fringe,	which	only	results	in	T1,	
T3,	or	T5	warnings,	in	which	case	the	city	carries	on	normally,	but	in	a	state	of	preparedness.	Unusually,	this	
week	we	had	a	T3	warning	for	a	completely	unrelated	typhoon	only	2	days	ago.	Clearly,	we	were	on	the	
fringe	of	that	one,	but	today’s	is	a	direct	hit.	As	I	write,	(2pm	Friday),	the	palm	trees	are	almost	bent	
horizontal,	the	water	is	being	stripped	off	the	surface	of	the	harbour,	the	rain	is	pouring	down	in	wind-
driven	curtains	and	no	shipping	is	to	be	seen;	now	for	Hong	Kong	that	is	truly	serious!	Amazingly,	I	can	still	
see	planes	landing	at	Hong	Kong	airport,	but	none	appear	to	be	taking	off.	
	
The	hotel	staff	have	had	a	busy	week,	removing	the	glass	tops	from	about	50	cast	iron	tables,	so	heavy	they	
require	two	people	to	lift	them,	then	corralling	them,	together	with	200	cast	iron	chairs,	with	heavy	ropes	
around	the	outside	tied	to	steel	handrails	along	the	edge	of	the	dining	terrace.	They	did	this	on	Tuesday	
evening	in	preparation	for	Wednesday’s	typhoon,	put	them	back	on	Thursday	morning,	corralled	them	
again	on	Thursday	evening	in	preparation	for	today’s	typhoon,	and	will	presumably	put	them	back	again,	
probably	tomorrow,	when	the	storm	has	passed.	The	same	has	been	done	with	the	table	and	chairs	on	the	
balconies	of	some	200	rooms.		Surely	there	has	to	be	a	better	way!	
	
One	good	thing	that	has	come	out	of	the	frequency	of	typhoons	in	Hong	Kong	is	that	the	city	has	learnt	to	
deal	with	them	in	a	safe	and	efficient	manner,	with	the	population	taking	safety	precautions	seriously.	It	is	
unlikely	that	anyone	will	be	killed	or	seriously	injured	as	a	result	of	this	typhoon,	and	the	city	will	be	back	to	
normal	within	a	few	hours	of	its	passing.	Its	freeways	have	remarkably	sophisticated	drainage	systems	
which	have	been	designed	to	cope	with	torrential	rain,	and	the	unbelievable	number	of	high	rise	(around	30	
storeyed)	blocks	of	apartments	are	designed	to	withstand	T8,	and	stronger,	typhoons.	The	15%	or	so	of	the	
population	that	still	live	in	slums	are	the	most	vulnerable,	but	have	access	to	safe	places	available	to	them,	
so	I	am	told.					
	
So,	if	you	feel	like	experiencing	a	holiday	with	a	difference,	come	to	Hong	Kong	in	the	typhoon	season;	you	
shouldn’t	have	to	wait	long	for	one	to	arrive!	
See	you	all	on	Melbourne	Cup	Day,	as	long	as	we	don’t	have	a	typhoon	on	the	day	we	take	off!	
Kind	regards	to	all,	
Rob.	
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Dates	for	our	diaries!	

Melbourne	Cup	at	the	Hotel	Mosman	–	Must	be	prepaid	
this	week	before	the	Tuesday	Meeting.		Joan	will	be	
finalizing	the	numbers	immediately	following	the	
meeting.		Therefore	if	you	want	to	go	it	is	important	that	
you	pay	ASAP	

	
$ 70 per person includes buffet lunch glass of Domaine 
Chandon sparkling	
TAB Facilities *	
* Sweeps *	
 Best Hat and Best Dressed prizes  
 

 

Save	The	Date!	Friday	16	December	2016	–	Mosman	Rotary	
Christmas	Party		

 

Oozone	
 

The Rotary Club of Five Dock Inc is holding their 11th Annual Charity 
Golf Day at Concord Golf Club on Thursday 10th November. 
$175 pp includes golf, sausage sizzle and buffet dinner.  Please contact 
fellow Rotarian Frank Alafaci on 0410 341 890 for further details. 
Di McK 
	
	

Fundraising	

Don’t	forget	to	get	your	orders	in	for	the	Mosman	Rotary	Monopoly	
game!	A	great	gift	idea	of	family,	friends,	staff	and	clients.	
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Thank	you	to	Phil	Preston	for	last	week’s	engaging	
presentation.

	
	
This	week’s	speaker:	
Major Geoff Friend 
In	January	2009	started	writing	the	stories	
that	had	impacted	his	life	and	ministry.	His	
first	book	‘Enjoy	the	Journey’	has	become	a	
best	seller	and	has	raised	more	than	
$150,000.00	to	support	The	Salvation	Army	
Chikankata	Hospital	in	Zambia	and	The	
Salvation	Army	Howard	hospital	in	Zimbabwe.	
Geoff’s	books	have	become	so	successful	that	
he	has	now	extended	his	support	to	The	
Salvation	Army	in	Kenya	and	to	Sierra	Leone	
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Front	Desk	Roster	for	the	remainder	of	the	year	
Oct-16 KENNY Graham MAJOR Seymour 
Nov-16 ROBINSON Graeme  BELL Chris 
Dec-16 YOUNG Peter STURROCK Rob 
Jan-17 STOCKDALE Clare WILCOCK David  
	

Board members 
President: Di McKenzie, Club Service Director and President Elect: 
Mark Wallis, Treasurer: Joan Groth, Secretary: Dominique Rabu, 
International Service Director: David Kerr, Community Service 
Director: Peter Young, Vocational Director: Barry Starr,  
Youth Director: Halyna Koscharsky, Past President: Ward Pollard  
 
Sergeant	at	Arms: Derek Andrew 
 
 

Lunch	$25	
Tuesday	12:30	for	12:50	start	

Visitors	welcome	
Email:		secretary@mosmanrotary.org.au	

Bulletin	Editor:	Sharon	Kerr	
Webmaster:	John	Melville	
Photographer:	Don	West	

Contact	all	at:	
editor@mosmanrotary.org.au	

	
 
 
 For a full diary of upcoming events, including guest speakers please 
visit our website at: 
 
 http://mosmanrotary.org.au/live/Diary/diary_frames.htm   

October	is	Rotary’s	Vocational	Service	Month!	
	

The	Rotary	Club	of	Mosman	wishes	to	thank	Kennard’s	
Storage	Artarmon	for	their	generous	on-going	support	

in	providing	storage	for	our	Club	


